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Study Summary

This study examines the history of Syria during the era of President Hafez al-Assad (1970-2000),
highlighting the profound political, economic, and social transformations that the country witnessed
during three decades of his rule.The study begins by analyzing Syria's historical background since
independence in 1946, through the series of military coups (1949-1954), the unity experience with
Egypt (1958-1961), and the rise of the Ba'ath Party and its internal divisions that paved the way for
Assad'’s ascension to power through the "Corrective Movement" in November 1970.The study analyzes
the political system structure established by Assad, which was based on the trinity of: Party-Army-
Security Apparatus, with the 1973 constitution enshrining near-absolute powers for the president and
Ba'ath Party dominance over state and society institutions. It also examines the systematic repression
policies against opposition, whether leftist or Islamist, which reached their peak in the Hama events of
1982.0n the foreign front, the study addresses strategic relations with the Soviet Union, Syria's role in
the 1973 war, intervention in Lebanon, complex relations with neighboring countries, and
participation in peace negotiations in the 1990s.Economically and socially, the study traces the
transformation from socialist policies in the 1970s, through the crises of the 1980s, to the limited
opening in the 1990s through Investment Law No. 10. It also analyzes social transformations,
including the rise of the bureaucratic middle class, dealing with sectarian and ethnic diversity, and the
status of women and minorities.The study concludes by analyzing the political succession project in
the 1990s, which culminated in the transfer of power to Bashar al-Assad in 2000, transforming Syria
into a model of "republarchy" - a republic with hereditary characteristics.The study reveals that Hafez
al-Assad's era, despite achieving relative political stability and enhancing Syria's regional role, came
at the expense of political freedoms, sustainable development, and social justice, producing an
authoritarian security state that carried within it the seeds of its future crises.

Keywords:Hafez al-Assad, Corrective Movement, Ba'ath Party, Authoritarian Regime, Security
State, Hama Events 1982, Political Succession.







