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Abstract: Our study, “Participatory Democracy in the Light of the Algerian
Municipal Law 1963-2020,” aimed to research the mechanisms and foundations of
participatory democracy as a theoretical dimension and as a framework for practice
at the local level, by investigating its legislative and organizational system, and in
order to answer the problem of the study: What is the reality of Participatory
democracy under the Algerian Municipal Law 1963-2020?. The case study
method, the legal approach and other approaches were relied upon in order to
investigate the development of this local unit, and to analyze and interpret its
legislative and organizational system. Among the most important results of the
study, the Algerian constitutional institution adopted participatory democracy in
the 2016 constitutional amendment, and before that in Municipal Law No. 11-10,
where it stipulated several mechanisms for citizen participation in the conduct of
his local affairs, the most important of which is local consultation, the citizen’s
right to information by attending the deliberations and seeing the Municipal
decisions, as well as through civil society organizations, and during the application
of these mechanisms, several obstacles appeared that prevented their effectiveness.

Keywords: Democracy; Participatory Democracy, Algerian Municipal Law
1963-2020; Algerian Elected Municipal Councils; Civil Society; Citizenship
Rights.
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