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Abstract

The study aimed to reveal the attitudes of university youth towards hate speech, by
knowing the level of university students’ awareness of hate speech, the nature of the
feelings it arouses in them, and determining their patterns of interaction and behavior
when confronted with this speech. The study was based on a survey method, and a
questionnaire was distributed to a convenient sample of 60 students from the Department

of Media and Communication Sciences at Mohamed Boudiaf University in M'sila.

The study reached a number of results, the most important are:

- Most of the students in the study sample have a high awareness of the danger
of hate speech, with an arithmetic mean of (3.71), and most of them demand
the necessity of enacting strict laws to combat it, and they believe that it has

direct negative effects on the unity and cohesion of society.

- Most of the students in the study sample expressed feelings strong negativity
towards hate speech, such as disgust, frustration, and anger, which indicates
a clear psychological rejection of this phenomenon.

- Most of the students in the study sample adopt a positive attitude and react
when confronted with hate speech, such as reporting content, boycotting its

publishers, or responding to it in a constructive manner.

Keywords: Attitudes, Behavior, Feelings, Hate speech, Perception, Social media,
University youth.
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