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Abstract

This study sheds light on the topic "The City of Jerusalem through the Eyes of Algerian Travelers
during the Ottoman Era" during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries AD. It aims to elucidate the
alternative historical and source value of Algerian travelogues¢ and to uncover the topographical¢ socio-
economic¢ and spiritual dimensions that characterized Jerusalem during that period. The study adopts a
descriptive« analytical« and comparative historical approach to trace and examine the texts of two distinct
generations of the Algerian scholarly elite. The first generation (17th century) established the foundations
of intellectual communication¢ pioneered by Ahmad al-Maqqari and Yahya al-Shawi. Meanwhile¢ the
second generation (18th century) led a more profound:« critical« and encyclopedic descriptive trend¢ clearly
manifested in al-Husayn al-Warthilani’s travelogue "Nuzhat al-Anzar"”, as well as the accounts of Abd al-
Razzaq ibn Hammadush and Abu Ras al-Nasiri¢ highlighting the ability of Algerian scholars to assert their
intellectual parity within major Eastern scholarly centers.

The study concludes with several fundamental results¢ most notably that the concept of travel in the
Algerian context transcended the mere emotion of transient passage and migration to develop into a
systematic documentation effort. This effort succeeded in filling the historical gaps left by official sultanate
chronicles by recording social history and the daily lived experiences of ordinary people. Furthermore« the
research demonstrates the institutionalization and sustainability of the Algerian and Maghrebi presence in
Jerusalem through the real estate and legal infrastructure of the "Maghariba Quarter" (the Moroccan
Quarter) and its associated endowments (4wgaf), such as the endowment of the Sufi master Sheikh Abu
Madyan al-Ghawth. These material data integrated with deep emotional and Sufi representations that
colored the travelers' visions¢ transforming the topography and architecture of Jerusalem (such as the Al-
Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock) from a mere silent geographic space into a sacred environment
charged with symbols¢ and an enduring emblem of shared identity and belonging that bound the Ottoman
Regency of Algiers to its Eastern depth.

Keywords: Jerusalem ; Algerian Travelers; The Ottoman Era; Islamic Endowments




