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Abstract

This dissertation explores the reformist project of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kawaikibi, one
of the foremost Arab thinkers of the nineteenth-century Nahda. It addresses the central
question: How did al-Kawakibt articulate his vision of political reform, and what impact did it
have on Arab thought?

The study employs a descriptive method to contextualize the political and social conditions of
Bilad al-Sham and Egypt under Ottoman decline and colonial domination, alongside an
analytical method to examine his ideas as articulated in The Characteristics of Despotism and
Umm al-Qura.

Al-Kawakibi1 identified despotism as the root of corruption and backwardness, advocating its
resistance through awareness, consultation (shiira), liberty, and social justice, while linking
political reform to economic and social emancipation. His style combined eloquence, critique,
and satire, rendering his thought accessible to both elites and the public.

The dissertation concludes that al-Kawakib1 laid the foundations of a profound reformist
vision that remains influential in contemporary intellectual and political debates, positioning

him as a key figure of modern Arab reformism.
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