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Summary:

The early 20th century marked a significant phase in the history of French
colonialism in Algeria. This period saw numerous reform projects claimed to be for the
purpose of reform. Among the most notable of these projects were the February 1919
reforms, which the colonial authorities believed would reward Algerian Muslims. This
included a special naturalization law, but in reality, it was merely superficial reforms
aimed at appeasing the educated elite, after the arrival of the Popular Front government,
further attempts to placate the Algerians were made through the Blum-Viollette reforms
of 1936, General de Gaulle's project announced in March 1944, and the September 20,
1947 constitution. These initiatives were intended to undermine the demands of the
national movement, as France granted the Algerians reforms that ostensibly served their
interests but were, in essence, merely symbolic gestures. All these projects were designed
to defuse popular anger.

However, these projects were met with rejection from both the settlers, who
protested against them and attempted to overthrow the government, and from the Algerian
people and their representatives, including the national movement and the provisional
government.

Keywords: February Reforms, Blum-Viollette Project, De Gaulle Ordinance 1944,
Special Law 1947, National Movement.




