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Abstract:

The novel Laylat Gharq al-Ghalia (The Night of Ghalia’s Drowning) by Saleh
Ibrahim is a narrative work distinguished by its complex and suspenseful temporal
structure. The author skillfully employs various techniques to manipulate narrative
time, most notably flashbacks and foreshadowing, allowing readers to delve into
the characters’ painful pasts. The narrative alternates between psychological time
and chronological time, reflecting the fragmentation of memory and the impact of
loss. Circular storytelling reinforces the idea of ongoing suffering and recurring
pain in a deeply symbolic way. The use of multiple narrative voices and
overlapping timeframes adds a panoramic dimension to the story. Furthermore, the
author slows down the narrative during critical moments to emphasize their
emotional weight. All these temporal strategies serve the psychological and
interpretive depth of the text, transforming time into a tool for reflection rather
than a mere framework for events. In this way, the novel captures a painful human
experience where time is reshaped by trauma, nostalgia, and disillusionment.

Keywords: Techniques, Methods, The Novel Night of the Sinking of Al-Ghalia,
Flashback, Foreshadowing.



