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Abstract

This research work includes literary critique with an attempt to define
the literary theory in a systematic way by addressing the movements of
traditional and modern literary critical theory: Formalism and New Criticism,
Marxism and Critical Theory, Structuralism and Post-structuralism, New-
historicism, Cultural Materialism, and Cultural Studies, in addition to Gender
studies and Homeopathy. It also tries to present an evaluation of modern
trends and doctrines, through works on literary and critical theory. The
research uses words such as movement, trend or tendency as a sign of
direction and which is in the process of being formed before becoming a
"school" or a "doctrine." It seeks not only to understand the most critical
trends in theory, but also to refer to Arab or world literary works that
represent in one direction or another the literary and critical interaction. The
work deals with the basic features of these trends, avoiding the discussion of
their philosophical, social and political approaches, given the wide scope of
study. The aim was to focus on the basic ideas of critical movements in order
to facilitate the reader’s task of being familiar with them, where he/she can
learn the most important results of the study in its general framework.
Hence, this research refers to a collection of the most important modern
specialized studies that contain approaches to literary theory in Arabic or in
translation. If returning is not possible to the source of each idea or concept
separately, the research summarizes its discussion and sets it in a narrow
space, it specify its task in the presentation of the results intensively where
the concerned reader is able to refer to the original texts at the end of the
research.
Keywords

Theory, literary text, traditional criticism, modern critical doctrines,
cultural theory, literary trend.
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