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The Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the importance and status of the principle of blocking the
means ( sadd al-dharia) between the general legal principles and the specific principles
of the Maliki school of thought. This will be addressed by defining the concept of Sadd
al-dharia, validity, and outlining the rules for its application within presenting practical
examples from the book of Al-Bayan wa al-Tahsil.Following the fatwas of the Imam—
may Allah have mercy on him—a number of examples have been selected from various
books, aiming to demonstrate Imam Malik’s application of the principle of blocking the
means (sadd al-dharia). The study confirmed that this principle is among the well-
established foundations in Imam Malik’s legal methodology, which he employed
whenever an act might lead to a prohibited matter, result in harm, or be used as a legal
trick to justify what is unlawful. Imam Malik applied this principle most extensively in

.matters of worship

The origin of the principle of blocking the means (sadd al-dharia) ensures balance
within the Maliki school of thought, which is also known for its emphasis on public



interest. Because the principle of blocking the means (sadd al-dharia) serves as a
precaution in matters of religion and a means of restraining personal desires. Despite the
criticisms directed at the founder of the school regarding this principle, the scriptural
evidence and the legal practices of other schools confirm the legitimacy of the principle

.of blocking the means and establish it as valid legal proof

Key words: blocking the means, Ibn Rushd the Elder, Al-Bayan wa al-Tahsil, the
fatwas of Imam Mali
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