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Linguigtic Coexistencein the Southwest of Algeria:
Taznatit and Arabic in the Region of Gurara as a Model

Language is one of the most important components of identity, which
makes it a very sensitive issue. The linguistic coexistence between
Taznatit, the language of the Amazigh of Gurara, and Arabic is
considered as a model worthy of research. The paper deals with the
coexistence between these two languages since the arrival of the first
Arab tribes in the region during the twelfth century AD until present
days. The research is divided into three parts, the first is devoted to the
period from the beginning of the twelfth century, which witnessed the
arrival of the tribes of Bani Hilal and Bani Salim and their settlement in
the region of Gurara to the establishment of the French colonial
administration by the beginning of the twentieth century. This period was
characterized by intensive linguistic interactions between the two
languages. The second part, which covers the colonial period, deals with
the position of the French administration towards the language issue. In
the third part, light is shed on the language policy in the post-
independence period and its impact on the coexistence between Taznatit
and Arabic. This part is divided into two distinctive periods, the first
stretching from the independence to the seventies, it was characterized by
a gradual decline in the use of Taznatit among the Amazigh community
to the extent of complete extinction in some villages of Amazigh
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majority. It should be noted here that the Authority relied on Arabic as an
official language in the first constitution of independent Algeria in order
to preserve national unity considering Arabic as a common feature
among the population in all the country, on the one hand, and as a reality
imposed by the location of Algeria in an Arab regional context, on the
other. The adoption of the language of the colonizer was not possible for
political and ideological reasons, although this idea succeeded in
achieving national unity in most African countries. The second period, in
the third part, began by the late seventies and has gone up to present time,
it is characterized by successive local and national developments
resulting in the revival of Taznatit in the region with a sense of pride in
belonging to the Amazigh identity. It is worth noting that this
development was due to the efforts of the writer and researcher Mouloud
Mammeri, who conducted field research in the region, during which he
visited most of the Amazigh villages around Timimoun. He could realize
an unprecedented achievement represented in the codification of the
heritage of Ahelll. This work served as a foundation stone for
subsequent achievements, the most important of which the UNESCO
decision to classify Ahellil as a universal heritage of humanity in 2005,
followed by the establishment of the Annual National Festival of Ahellil
by the Ministry of Culture in 2006. The study concluded that the
coexistence between Taznatit and Arabic has existed and that the
Amazigh and the Arabic-speakers have lived in harmony for centuries,
neither of them has felt exclusion, marginalization or discrimination. The
achievements realized both locally and nationally have provided legal
frameworks and official institutions to preserve and promote Tamazight.
Consequently, academics, linguists and researchers are now in front of
new challenges to continue the process through scientific research to
keep pace with the achievements at the political level.

82




Looyally A3l 0 g 3liadl il Cgimedl Aalatay (5930l iglazll

dadia
aal b g aaly ol 8 Aaleall 5 AV Al Al Aslad) J s
Ll ol DA e Jslaie Aalll ) Gl o 4 gell danlly) cls Kl
il ) s dihie sl AR ARl Gn esall i) e o gl
gl Lol (e Alea ) Afin ) 280 o2 8 (3 ki .58 5l Al s lsely
ds—as a3 ) yie S A Ay e b 5l (& el G A8
O Ay 5l 8 ddlaiay Legillainl 5 e 5 Pl o Sl
ol El o il s el da < jaa A il 3V Canall g )5 Gy el
5ol 8 Aall e (e A ) 3 )0Y) (o pe iyt L panall Leguiany
o o Al Aubd) e o guall Jalii A0 gl Adadil) 6 A jlexin)
ety A el 5 4805 o (el &85 o LalulSad 5 ) aale
O i) ) BEWY) Ay e i JY) (Giilie (s pe 5 5l o
= ) Gl Jleiad & a0 el g G oalall o Al
A leV) il s il a a8 Ll gl aa ) Jeay DLt
kel Al i e oy AN gl A0l Al ) LAk 5L

Asell o LWL 3l eVl ) el dae g dshaially (UYLl Caxy Bole)
aal Gapmi I ey AL Leie 3la Lo Jah sl 5 Ll sSe IS5 A jLaY)
S Jdala) Casan ) 8 Leanl (e Jad 5 ) sdal) ells cagel <l ey
Gy AED 3 ) 55 ) 8 &5 2005 L Sawisll Coph e oY e
Ly @llia ¢ ihas) 5 siad) e 2000 Law JlaY s siud) bl (s jeall
oLl ey i s Aar L) e Bliad) allin b cacs el ARG @l
J85(2016 ) Leiiwd I Y sas (19915 )iay Ll dpalad) ddailadl)

83




! {g)piedl Jodatll s & 23anle¥ly 2ipall o bl § 9alll Lialazl!

Gy 3o Jslain DR Ak ) abeY) e A ey )
Bl 58 Adhie (8 A el 5 A V) G g el (el allae

Alall) L) jaad) g dmplal) L) o) o 31068 1dsY) Giagal)

L8 Jlady dila¥) Joa B B3

—Aalgia oo A Y Jild) JSE G gy Al e Oald () iy
o 32 al g dal Jaaludh adll & CulS 5 jlat g5 sa— AL ) B350 saa
Al A s dad ) o B da aa) 6 S datl) DS T gl U
sl Al e Loe LS e ) 5l emer (5 s Ay (e i3
o Gk LS i ol panall Csia L s Jlad ) Yiad Lo gial
@hley J Ll o a g 5 8 Al ) et ALY S8 Juadilly o gals
Lo sSo dala la )

U8t adse

daalall el (e sl ) 5 11200 s o)) 5S5 Adlaie o
Lot Al Gl 5 B cnledls duan 5 Ylad (55 sl udlaY) lassy
s el eall o Pl 0 D24.720 @ L dabie e 5
i e Hstal oo sl 58 Akl Gl il Jf asall (380
e gl e () Con Lalie Jul e Judy i) Cun dpn )5S )
Gl z s A s (sl 1 e cilila) slagY @Y glae dllia el

e U= 2001 Ssym QKA Y caadl e Sal) (o sala ol ol ek Gl Gea ) 2 !
82 -77

2 J. Bisson, « Gourara », Encyclopédie berbére, 21 | Gland — Hadjarien, Aix-

en-Provence, Edisud, 1999, p. 3188-3198

3 Y. Guillermou, « Survie et Ordre Social au Sahara, Les Oasis du Touat —

Gourara — Tidikelt en Algerie », Cahier des Sciences Humaines, 29 (1), 1993,
pp. 121-138

84



Looyally A3l 0 g 3liadl il Cgimedl Aalatay (5930l iglazll

Clmand 8 Sl o Pl Gk (e il gind B 55 ) ) 8 Adlaie Gl
Ohash Joms lld sy 5 Al ol ope Bdle 3?5 o JR5 85 pa
S g D i e deas V) AR Y cpaleal) o
G 13y Ll o il a5 Lap et S LS LG o o) 480 g oy
om0 ey A o

518 Lrand Jual

Jal i alaal) Gmas dla ) s Ailaial) dpands JeaY Al
L Sy 8 el A 5 el =635 ) B e Bide 85 (e dpand)
et 5 Gl Sy ) e of i LA abas  laiud)
sl ganiy o mitial x5 Litia ;a5 ymamy Aiial aud 2y o e
o3I oy el S ) L A 01k 5 s g 1 0S5
3058 paai A Adkanall 5 LI () s 5 ) SE Asend (Plasind
Dbl 8 et el 8l Uiy Lls Lea el Jphidi  calass
A (5 yena 25lgn Calill 4l ala AT (gl dllia "ol janall 5 plall 5 lal
A Sl Cuigall pand) Gl 585 4 o) AWK 55 ) )8 (e 4D Al Jla
ol L ela (0 5 SaN (e Ay B A il 038 il iad ) 55 A

e a5 B350 o Ay 8 Blaad) 138 8 WaDUaial a3 Ay jead A pan A sl

il i )

o comnil cant S Lgiaale LUlla Gl 8 el 8 e Jlad a Al ) Aadilia®

Povaal L Llls Al A 8 g e Ay ) 4D °
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauretania_Tingitana, 7.11.2012

" J. Bisson, « Gourara », in 21 | Gland - Hadjarien, AixPeovence,
Edisud, Vol. n° 21, 1999, pp. 3188 — 3198

85



! {g)piedl Jodatll s & 23anle¥ly 2ipall o bl § 9alll Lialazl!

SV deas Cum (1954 A ) jae Al L pl 3 clagatll DA e
G ) LS i) iy 5§ (pe Aiia ) ()

58 Adhaie ¢l Jsual

e aall 58 el B e dslaiall D) A el 5 A 38 Gl ¢
2y bl Bna Al 3 (38 S Jseal Jgn Blmiall il
Sl e ) i€l A ) cuald duadl 3 SN e Baciiee s
O 32yl e e aiad (sl Gomy sl ez b Jeay &
G o Bl e ) sa 3 ) an 2l oY 58 Jaly SDLD A
O 8 LGz s il el UL LS ) o) ) 5 S
s 5 dshaiay il agalize OS1 a5l osaleall (e Baaa Gila se ol
D5l Gupall 5 el bl a2 Al dealal) Jaglaiad il
3 ds—ay sl )58 ddhaie Cgd Dlll jde Gl 5 SEI G a) Pl
o Aol JE e D Bl s b i G e il
el il of (5 S S Ul (1 i Ak ,al) ) Zel sl
Ll 0 G gl aldl o, Al A daalS ASlall ) gea Lexey
Al sl b sl e L) b s Gt (Gl ) sesadl
Lsin A el LN Con 33 agiy Asallall Al gl G 5 <) 2 s
Aalaiey s 405 B8 Il el Sy gl 5 ga¥) o liay ol jaaall olas

O Ay bl sl s ) lenial) Jsemy e s S a5 5

8 Rachid Bellil, Les Oasis du Gourara (Sahara algérien) IIl. Fondation des
Ksour, Peeters Press Louvain — Paris, 2000, pp. 15-19
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Résumé: Peut-étre que nous ne nions pas la vérité si dmms
gue la constitution de tamakiest une étape importante dans la
structuration de la situation linguistique en Algéen commencant a
reformuler une politique linguistique juste et gée pour les
Algériens, en instaurant une réconciliation lingqgis¢, en rétablissant
leur identité et en préparant une planificatiorgliistique visant a
promouvoir les langues nationales et en investissans la créativité
littéraire. Et la production scientifique, mais ceedion remarque en
fait, c’est le paradoxe entre ce qui est inscritsdarConstitution et les
lois et ce qui se passe dans la pratique, et latifldien est la plus
haute expression de la volonté du peuple algériendee la
souveraineté, qui contient un texte explicite dedaessité d’assurer
la promotion de tamagt et de chercher a l'intégration, mais tamtzi
n'a pas bénéficie le droit garanti par la Constitution

De ce point de vue, ce modeste article soulévedatmn suivante:
la constitution de tamagi en Algérie est-elle simplement une
restructuration de la situation linguistique en &lg ou une tentative
de formulation d'une politique linguistique justeup les Algériens?
La décision d'officialiser tamagt en Algérie est-elle mature ou bien
une décision hative? Quelles sont ses implicateotiavenir compte
tenu du manque de préparation de la formule? Qumssét autres que
nous développerons dans notre intervention.
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