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Abstract

This thesis addresses one of the most pressing topics in
contemporary Islamic thought: the renewal of I/m al-Kalam (Islamic
theology), particularly in light of the intellectual and religious
transformations shaping the modern world. The importance of this
subject lies in its effort to move beyond the traditional framework of
classical Kalam, by opening up to the humanistic aims of religion
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and expanding theological discourse to engage with existential,
anthropological, and epistemological questions,The study highlights
the project of Abd al-Jabbar al-Rifa’i as a contemporary model of a
scholar working to modernize religious discourse from within the
domain of Kalam, transitioning from classical doctrinal debates
toward a discourse rooted in humanism and attentive to the realities
and aspirations of modern humanity.

The research adopts a comparative analytical method to trace
key concepts and analyze theological texts—both classical and
contemporary—alongside a critical approach when evaluating al-
Rifa’i's arguments. The chapters of the study explore the
transformations, methods, and schools of Kalam, situating the
emergence of "New Kalam" within this context. A dedicated
chapter analyzes al-Rifa’i's project, focusing on its theoretical and
methodological foundations.

Ultimately, the study seeks to emphasize the urgent need for
renewing [Ilm al-Kalam through a rational and hermeneutical
approach that restores the human dimension of religion and helps

overcome sectarian rigidity and stagnant doctrinal conflicts.

Keywords://m al-Kalam, renewal, Abd al-Jabbar al-Rifa’i,
religious discourse, contemporary Islamic thought, humanism,
hermeneutical approach.




