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Study summary:

This study aimed to explore the ethics of communication through social
networks - Facebook as a model, focusing on the interactive practices of
Master's students in the Department of Media and Communication Sciences
at Mohamed Boudiaf University in M'sila. The main question posed was:

- Do Master's students in the Department of Media and Communication
Sciences at Mohamed Boudiaf University in M'sila adhere to the ethics of
communication while using Facebook?

Subsidiary questions related to the study included:

- Do Master's students in the Department of Media and Communication
Sciences at Mohamed Boudiaf University in M'sila have awareness of the
ethics of communication on Facebook?

- What are the different patterns and forms of communication on Facebook by
Master's students in the Department of Media and Communication Sciences
at Mohamed Boudiaf University in M'sila?

- What are the forms and patterns of deviations in the use of Facebook by
Master's students in the Department of Media and Communication Sciences
at Mohamed Boudiaf University in M'sila?

- What are the ethical guidelines that Master's students in the Department of
Media and Communication Sciences at Mohamed Boudiaf University in
M'sila should adhere to while using Facebook?

To answer these questions, the study relied on the Uses and Gratifications
Theory, the Media Dependency Theory, and the Social Responsibility Theory
as theoretical frameworks, employing a survey method. The survey tool was
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Study summary

divided into three axes for data collection, interpretation, and analysis,
targeting the research community represented by Master's students in the
Department of Media and Communication Sciences at Mohamed Boudiaf
University in M'sila. A purposive sample was applied, selecting 60 students.
The study reached several key findings, including:

» Study participants highly agree that establishing an ethical code to
regulate Facebook usage is necessary to organize the media landscape
and impose penalties through legislation and laws to regulate the media
arena.

» Study participants highly agree that honesty and integrity in seeking
information and data are ethical requirements for Facebook usage.

» Study participants highly agree that adherence to ethical values derived
from Islamic Sharia and societal values is essential for Facebook usage.

» Study participants highly agree that avoiding excessive use of social
media sites and preserving time from wasteful activities are ethical
guidelines for Facebook usage.

» Study participants highly agree that teaching the rules of using social
networking sites in universities is an ethical requirement for Facebook
usage.

Keywords:
Communication ethics, social networks, interactive practices, Facebook.
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