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Study Summary

Psychosocial Development Among Adolescent Drug Users: A Field Study
on a Sample of Adolescent Drug Users in M’sila Province

The aim of this study was to identify the level of psychosocial development
among adolescent drug users by focusing on how they position themselves
between positive and negative poles, and by understanding the nature of the
crises they experienced during the first five developmental stages—particularly
the fifth stage related to identity formation. This stage is considered the
foundation for psychological, behavioral, emotional, and even social
transformations that adolescents undergo, and it serves as a key to understanding
drug use behavior as a manifestation of unresolved developmental crises.

To achieve this goal, the researchers adopted a case study approach and
relied on a sample of six adolescent drug users. The sample was selected based
on the available cases that met the study criteria.

The study used the Psychosocial Development Scale developed by Tahaoui
and adapted to the Arab environment by Al-Ghamdi, who recalculated its
psychometric properties.

The results revealed the following:

The level of positive poles of psychosocial development among the
adolescent drug users in the study sample was low.

The level of negative poles of psychosocial development among the same
group was high.

The level of crisis resolution in psychosocial development among the
adolescent drug users was low
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