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Abstract:

In recent years, two neighboring powers have emerged that share the same
aspirations and have a close and similar historical balance, as they
constitute the heirs to the Ottoman and Soviet empires.

Especially since President Recep Tayyip Erdogan assumed the presidency
in Turkey, heir to the Ottoman Empire, and President Vladimir Putin in
Russia, heir to the Soviet Union, relations between the two countries
witnessed great growth and development in all economic, political and
cultural fields, and the two leaders were able to overcome the many
political differences between the two countries and were able to They
overcame all the problems that hindered their relationship, especially in the
political, even military and strategic field, and they maintained a distance
of rapprochement and alliance with each other.

Despite the great differences in and competition in the political field,
whether in Africa or the Middle East, passing through the Caucasus and
Central Asia, and the great point of contention between them, which is the
Syrian crisis, all this did not prevent the strengthening of economic
relations, which is represented in trade exchange and the field of Energy
and Russia giving Turkey preference in supplying weapons, especially the
S-400 system, and building the Akkuyu nuclear reactor in Turkey. Despite
the fact that Turkey represents a force in NATO, the sworn enemy of
Russia, which is fighting it today in Ukraine, it was able, with the skill and
charisma of the Turkish leader, to maintain the strategic balance in the
relationship with Russia.

On the other hand, the real common opponent of the two countries appears
together, the United States and Europe, Turkey's ally in NATO, but the
European Union, which has been stalling Turkey for years regarding
Turkey's accession to the European Union, and the United States, which
has suspended the sale of F-16 aircraft, and Turkey, in turn, refuses to join
Finland and Sweden to NATO except on its terms, as Finland responded to
all Turkish conditions and was accepted in the middle of this year 2023,
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while Sweden is still awaiting the realization of Turkey’s conditions,
including constitutional amendments and the extradition of Kurdish
opponents whom Turkey accuses of terrorism, who are being sheltered by
Sweden, in addition to what it recently witnessed from Desecration and
burning of the Holy Quran.

The fears of the United States and the European Union stem from their
apprehension of the independence of Moscow and Ankara with their
strategies and their transformation into two dangerous decision-making
centers with all their potential power: Russia with its strategic energy and
large arsenal of weapons, and Turkey with its historical, geographical,
human and geopolitical strength supported by an ambitious young
economy.

On the dynamic of taming, the Russian-Turkish relations have been
attracting each other during the past months, and it is expected that they
will reach a clear result when the new US administration's strategy towards
the Middle East becomes clear. Until then, the new phase of relations
between Russia and Turkey will reflect the extent of the pragmatism of the
two presidents, Erdogan and Putin, as (pragmatism) an entry point to
achieving the intertwined interests between them. Of course, Moscow will
try to obtain from Erdogan the maximum possible political and economic
gains, and perhaps geopolitical ones as well. Especially what appeared
after President Erdogan won a fourth presidential term in the recent
presidential elections, in which America, Europe and some Arab countries
mobilized in order to overthrow him, support the opposition

: Kamel Klijdar, and thwart the project of building a new and strong
Turkey, whose strength is growing every day, whether in the political field.
And even the economic, military and strategic ones, and the competition
that it poses for them in the Middle East and even Africa and Asia. Perhaps
the future relations between Russia and Turkey will be governed, to some
extent, by a formula stating that “the tension in Turkish-Western relations

PN

necessarily increases Ankara’s rapprochement with Moscow.” ".
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