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Abstract :

This project presents a visual portrait of the late Algerian poet
Lahcen Souissi, one of the prominent yet undocumented voices of
Melhoun popular poetry in Algeria. Despite his limited media exposure
and lack of formal records, Souissi left a lasting impact through his
improvised poems and deep connection with his local community in
Bordj Bou Arreridj.

The work seeks to explore the poet’s human, cultural, and poetic
dimensions through oral testimonies, archival images, personal spaces,
and fragments of his unpublished poems. By doing so, it aims to shed
light on his pioneering role in preserving the oral heritage of the region
and highlighting the cultural significance of Melhoun poetry as a
reflection of collective memory and identity.

The project adopts the narrative journalistic style, blending
documentation with emotional storytelling, to bring the audience closer
to a figure who may not be remembered in books, but is deeply
engraved in the memory of the people.

Keywords:
Popular poetry, Lahcen Souissi, Melhoun, oral heritage, cultural
identity, visual portrait, Bordj Bou Arreridj, narrative journalism.
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