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Study Abstract 

 

The self-image is considered one of the fundamental concepts for understanding 

personality. It encompasses one's physical appearance, abilities, traits, and social and 

emotional roles. This image does not form in a vacuum; rather, it is the result of 

experiences, upbringing, and environment. Any painful experience that affects an 

individual creates a deep narcissistic wound at the core of their being, resulting from a 

loss of internal balance and, consequently, a disruption in the self-image that the person 



 
 

 

has constructed. The narcissistic wound is the blow a person receives at the center of 

their self-image. Given the importance of this interrelation, the present study, titled: 

"The Narcissistic Wound and Self-Image in Women with Uterine Cancer", was 

conducted on a sample of four cases undergoing chemotherapy at the Public Oncology 

Hospital Mokhtari Abdelghani - in the Wilaya of Sétif. The study aimed to understand 

the nature of the narcissistic wound and its impact on the self-image of women with 

uterine cancer, and to reveal the psychological effects of uterine cancer on women. To 

achieve the study's objectives, the clinical method was employed using the following 

tools: the semi-structured clinical interview and the Thematic Apperception Test 

(TAT). Main Findings: Women with uterine cancer suffer from a fragile narcissistic 

structure within similar contexts of deprivation, rejection, trauma, and illness. A 

fractured self-image is formed in women with uterine cancer, generating a chronic 

feeling of unworthiness and inferiority, particularly in relation to social roles. 

Keywords: Narcissistic wound, Self-image, Utérine cancer
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