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Summary:

In this study, we have examined the economic and social reality of the
Jews in Algeria from 1792 to 1830. We explored the origins of the Jewish
presence in Algeria up until the fall of the region to French occupation. Our
findings revealed that the Jewish community in Algeria during the Ottoman era
was composed of various groups of different origins and ethnicities. These
groups were directly subject to the authority of the Ottoman rulers but enjoyed
their own religious and social system under the dhimma law, which clearly
defined their legal status and freedom to practice their religion. They had their
own schools, courts, synagogues, distinctive clothing, and traditions inspired by
their Jewish culture.

Most members of this community chose to reside in the major cities of the
province, including even the desert towns, to benefit from the markets and
commercial activities, while a minority lived in the interior regions. Despite the
integration and coexistence with Muslims that the Jews generally displayed,
they maintained their unique characteristics, spiritual rituals, and psychological
traits. They engaged in various professions and activities, with a particular
preference for trade, a common practice among Jews in other countries as well.
Their exceptional skills in commerce allowed them to dominate the Algerian
economy during this period.

Key Words: Jews of Algeria, Jewish groups, Ottoman rulers, Algeria society,
social life, cultural life





