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Abstract:

This study addresses the topic of "The Attitudes of Algerian Journalists Toward Media
Regulatory Authorities.” It primarily aims to identify the nature of the positions and opinions
held by media professionals in Algeria regarding the regulatory councils and bodies tasked with
organizing the media landscape. Additionally, it seeks to determine their level of satisfaction
with the performance and roles of these authorities in light of the new legislative framework
for the press. approach was adopted, as it is the most appropriate method for monitoring and
interpreting the phenomenon. A questionnaire was utilized as the primary tool for data
collection, distributed to a sample consisting of 54 male and female journalists representing
diverse media institutions (public and private / print, electronic, and audiovisual).
The findings of the study revealed that Algerian journalists perceive media regulatory bodies
as having limited efficacy, due to their weak independence and the overlap of their
competencies with the executive branch—a factor that undermines their effectiveness and
neutrality in regulating the media sector. Furthermore, the study indicated that the majority of
journalists view the decisions of regulatory authorities as having a restrictive and punitive
nature that contributes to reinforcing self-censorship and diminishing the margin of media
freedom. Conversely, a smaller group believes that these bodies contribute to safeguarding
professional ethics and organizing the media landscape within the framework of 'responsible
freedom'.

The journalists attributed the suspension of the Supreme Council for Information (Conseil
Supérieur de I'Information) to the political and security transformations experienced by Algeria
during the early 1990s, in addition to disputes regarding the granting of accreditations and
licenses to independent newspapers. Additionally, the results disclosed that the performance of
the Audiovisual Regulatory Authority (ARAV) remained between average and below average,
owing to its reliance on circumstantial interventions and its limited legal efficacy. Meanwhile,
journalists considered the regulatory authority for print and electronic press to be a professional
necessity for regulating digital media and the advertising market; however, they noted that the
delay in its establishment is due to legislative instability and the crisis of professional
representation within the media sector .

keyword: Journalists' attitudes, media regulatory authorities, the Algerian media landscape,
regulatory bodies, media freedom, professional ethics, self-censorship, media sector regulation)
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