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Abstract

The Arabic literature has never been
undervalued as much as the Andalusian
literature has. There has never been a
consensus on it and researchers have
always adopted different views as to it.
There have been some researchers who
took a neutral stance towards it based on
the uniqueness of this literature and its
distinctive characteristics. However, there
have been some who look at the
Andalusian literature as a duplicate of
Eastern literature. Thus, this study
explores the Andalusian Eastern literary
issue in light of wuniqueness and
dependency: the argumentativeness of
influence and being influenced between
Ibn Shuhayd’s Risalat al-Tawabi‘ wa-al-
zawabi® and Abul Ala Al-Ma’arri’s
Risalat Al-Gufran (Epistle of
Forgiveness), in an attempt to undercover
the truth of similarities between the two
texts which have been described by some
as “plagiarism” and as “inter-textuality”
by others.

Key words: Andalusi Literature,
Argumentativeness, Influence, Being
influenced, Risalat al-Tawabi® wa-al-
zawabi‘, Risalat Al-Gufran.
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