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_Lutte contre la pauvreté et I'exclusion
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Abstract:

This study addresses the issue of the decline in the homogeneity of the urban landscape in the
central district of the city of Aflou, an issue that is not separate from the reality experienced
by many medium-sized Algerian cities that have witnessed rapid urban expansion without
sufficient attention to the quality of urban space and its visual harmony. The urban landscape
is not just buildings and roads; it is the mirror that reflects the city's identity and shapes the
mental image held by its residents and visitors. When this image deteriorates under the weight
of visual chaos and haphazard expansion, a person loses their sense of belonging to the place
and weakens their connection to their urban space. To address this issue, the research
established a solid theoretical framework in its first chapter, based on the concepts of the
urban landscape, its components, and its perceptual and esthetic dimensions, drawing
inspiration from Kevin Lynch's references and approaches to urban homogeneity at its
architectural, volumetric, and functional levels. A significant section was also dedicated to
explaining the INDI indicators system as a multidimensional scientific evaluation tool that
transforms visual and morphological observations into measurable and comparable data. In
terms of the field study, the research adopted a dual methodology that combined a field
observation form filled out by the researcher directly on-site, and a questionnaire directed at a
purposive sample of 20 respondents from the neighborhood's residents and visitors, in
addition to employing the suspended walking technique to explore the sensory and visual
perception of space users. The results led to a comprehensive diagnosis revealing a systematic
deficiency affecting six main areas: facades and buildings, pathways and movement, visual
esthetics, public spaces, identity and urban character, and comfort and usability. The issue of
the absence of green spaces and the chaos of facades topped the list of intervention priorities.
Based on this diagnosis, the final chapter translated the results into tangible urban action thru
a dual intervention proposal that focuses on two complementary paths: a point intervention
targeting the regulation of facades in three main axs in terms of unifying heights, materials,
and colors, and organizing signs and random additions according to a specific architectural
guide, and a field intervention aiming to rehabilitate the park, organize public space, and
convert it into an organized parking lot, transforming these neglected spaces into active
elements in the urban landscape. This dual intervention aims to transition the central
neighborhood of Aflo from a state of visual chaos and spatial imbalance to a harmonious
urban scene that reflects the city's identity and restores to its residents a sense of belonging to
a space worth living in.

Keywords:
Urban landscape — visual homogeneity — architectural facades — public spaces —mental image
of the city — suspended wandering
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