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Abstract:

This study examines the nature of Algeria's international relations during the Deys period
(1671-1830), focusing on its relationships with European powers and the United States of
America. The significance of this research lies in highlighting Algeria's pivotal maritime and
political role in the Mediterranean basin during this period, and correcting the colonial
perspective that portrayed Algerian naval activities merely as "piracy."The study employs a
comparative analytical historical methodology, revealing the evolution of Algeria's relations
with France, Spain, Britain, Holland, and other European powers. These relations alternated
between periods of tension and military confrontation, and others of cooperation and mutual
interests, embodied in various treaties and commercial agreements.The research also traces
the development of Algerian-American relations through three phases: beginning with an
unbalanced relationship favoring Algeria (1775-1785), through the 1795 treaty that
established a tribute system, to the 1815 American campaign that ended this system and
consolidated American naval superiority.The study concludes that European conferences
(Vienna 1815, Aix-la-Chapelle 1818) marked a decisive turning point in the decline of
Algerian naval influence and paved the way for European intervention that ended with the
French occupation of Algeria in 1830. It also demonstrates how these relations reflected the
contradiction between the Western view that considered Algerian maritime activity as
"piracy,” and the Algerian view that regarded it as a defense of sovereignty and national
interests

Keywords: The Deys, Diplomatic relations, Algerian Navy, Treaties, European powers,
United States of America, Mediterranean Sea, Tributes, Ottoman era.



