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Abstract
This study aims to highlight the unique narrative features and aesthetics of the
very short story in the works of "Zine Eddine Boumerzoug," specifically in In the
Hand of a Hired Killer. It seeks to address the following research problem: What
are the narrative elements in the collection In the Hand of a Hired Killer? This is
approached through an integrated methodology that combines descriptive-
analytical and structural approaches. Our research is divided into two chapters:
the first is devoted to the very short story in terms of its essence and generic
legitimacy, and the second focuses on the narrative characteristics of In the Hand
of a Hired Killer. We concluded that the narrative structures in the very short
story are, in some cases, subject to omission, while in others, they are reduced
and trimmed through techniques of condensation, linguistic, temporal, and spatial

economy
Keywords: very short story, condensation, meaning, character, omission.






