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Study Abstract

Title of the Study: Religious and Doctrinal Communities in the Central Maghreb
during the Third and Fourth Hijri Centuries / the Ninth and Tenth Gregorian
Centuries. This work falls within the field of studies on sectarian, political, and
intellectual history of the medieval period.

The study sought to address a central question: How can the choice of religious and
doctrinal communities in the Central Maghreb to settle in inherited fortresses and
sites as bases for launching their missions and political projects be explained? Was
tribal affiliation alone the determinant of sectarian belonging, or were political
necessities and the balance of power the main drivers behind these choices? And to
what extent did tribal solidarity contribute to strengthening or weakening these
entities?

The first chapter examined the geographical and doctrinal concentration of these
communities by highlighting the nature of the fortresses and strongholds they adopted
as bases for their missions. These were distributed across three regions: the Sanhaja,
the Zab, and the Sahara, along with an analysis of their fundamental beliefs and the
intellectual and religious frameworks they established.

The second chapter explored the relationship between tribal affiliation and the
political project, emphasizing how the historical extension of tribes was utilized to
establish powerful political entities, despite the sectarian, doctrinal, and political
conflicts that confronted them—both among the communities themselves and within
the same sectarian group. These conflicts often led to divisions that undermined their
cohesion.

The third chapter shed light on the economic role of these communities and tribes,
which provided them with the necessary resources to sustain their intellectual and
political momentum and enabled them to assert their presence as major contenders in
the Central Maghreb during the third and fourth Hijri centuries.

The study concluded that the concentration of religious and doctrinal communities in
fortresses was not merely a military or geographical choice, but rather a reflection of
political and tribal balances. Tribal solidarity proved to be a decisive factor in the rise
or decline of these entities, in a dialectical interaction with the economic structures
that ensured their continuity.

Keywords: Central Maghreb, religious communities, Middle Ages, tribal solidarity.
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