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Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the structure of characters and social transformation in
zZaman al-Ghubar (The Time of Dust) by Fatrma Ben Mahmouad, in order to examine how
fictional characters emboadly the political and social changes that occurred in Tunisia after
the Tunisian Revolution. The study focused on issues such as family disintegration, the rise
of political Islam, youth migration, and state failure, as well as the representation of these
transformations through modern narrative techniques.

The research relied on a theoretical framework addressing the concept of character
structure and its functions, while adopting an integrative approach that combines
structural, sociocritical, and deconstructive analysis to connect the text with its social
context and reveal its ideological dimensions.

The study concluded that the novel offers a profound narrative experience in which

characters and their transformations reflect the conflict of values and generations in
Tunisian society, highlighting literature’s ability to transform individual tragedy into a
critical human discourse that preserves memory and resists falsification.

Keywords. Character structure, social transformation, contemporary Tunisian novel, *The Time

QDUS[*, Fatima Ben Mahmoud. /




