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Umberto Eco’'s Theory of Interpretation: A descriptive and analytical study
Abstract

This research deals with Umberto Eco's interpretation theory and stands on its principles and
most critical procedural statements. It highlights the relationship between Eco's views through
his novel Number Zero. It shows how contemporary Arab critical discourse has received
interpretation theory and impacted it and traces the paths of textual interpretation of Jalal
Barjas novels. This study aims at answering the research question related to Eco's standpoint
and the extent of its effectiveness, and its impact on criticism in general. In fact, the applied
method is classified within the criticism of criticism, which is based on both description and
analysis as the appropriate mechanisms for presenting and analyzing the research problem.
Not to mention the comparison of some opinions and ideas that are included in the research.
Finally, the researcher concludes that Eco's theory is based on the textual interpretation that
model readers perform. However, it is controlled to avoid excessive use. This relationship has
emerged through Eco’s creative novels. Indeed, the translational efforts and the theoretical
mediation have been apparent, while the practical aspect has been obscured. Also, the
prediction concerning Jalal Barjas texts has confirmed the efficacy of his theory in reading the
Arabic texts.

Keywords: theory, textual interpretation, interpretation, text, model readers
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