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Summary

There 1s no disagreement that Islamic Sharia was established to preserve the five
essential objectives (magasid) of religion, namely: religion, life, intellect, lineage,
and property, as stated by Al-Ghazali: "To preserve for them their religion, their
life, their intellect, their lineage, and their wealth.” This purpose was clearly
reflected in the ijtihad (independent reasoning) of the Companions—may Allah
be pleased with them—which represented a continuation of the Prophetic era. It
was especially evident in their legal opinions and judgments, most notably those
of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab—may Allah be pleased with him—who paid close
attention to the circumstances, considered the public interest, and implemented
the objectives of Islamic rulings.

From our study of “Umar ibn al-Khattab and his methodology in ijtihad, we have
deduced that he was a unique personality with a rare intellect, shaped by several
positive influences that distinguished him. His insights were in harmony with
divine legislation, revealing exceptional traits rarely found in others. These were
acquired through two pivotal stages of his life: before and after his acceptance of
Islam, along with the direct knowledge he gained from the Prophetic guidance.
All of this endowed him with a profound capacity for legal reasoning, and a strong
grasp of politics, administration, and economics—forming a broad intellectual
foundation that he skillfully utilized to establish a distinct methodology in ijtihad.

This methodology was based on a strong adherence to scriptural texts, but only
after a deep exploration of their meanings and an extraction of their higher
objectives. He balanced these texts and adapted them to the interests of the
Muslim community in both their religious and worldly affairs, in a way that
aligned with the goals of Sharia, aiming to realize benefits and prevent harm. In
the absence of clear textual evidence, he relied on other sources such as consensus
(ijma"), analogy (qiyas), public interest (maslahah mursalah), and blocking the
means to harm (sadd al-dhara’i").

This was the focus of the first chapter of this research. The second chapter
provided practical examples of his ijtihad in areas such as family and financial
transactions, as well as political and legal matters, offering case studies and the
evidences he used to derive rulings. His approach to ijtihad was primarily social
rather than individual, characterized by the combination of textual evidence and
understanding of real-world conditions, along with prioritization of the public
good and precaution against potential harm. His decisions were guided by his
piety, sincerity, and closeness to Allah through supplication and seeking divine
guidance.

Thus, his efforts—may Allah be pleased with him—are considered a model and a
practical application of ijtihad that honors the spirit, objectives, and noble aims of
Islamic Sharia.
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