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Abstract :

This study is concerned with the structure of time in the novel “Night and Bars” by
Najib Al-Kilani. 1 wanted to shed light on one of the most important topics in modern
narrative theory, which is the narrative time. Its importance is evident in the attention it has
received from major researchers in the field of narrative. Therefore, I tried through this study
to reveal the techniques and methods of constructing time and their manifestations in shaping
this Nov: el.

Through my study, | have concluded the following : the novel has successfully
employed various techniques of temporal construction to fill temporal gaps. These techniques
include shifting from the present to the past, known as flashback, and shifting from the
present to the future, known as preemption. Additionally the novel establishes a temporal
rhythm to accelerate time through ellipsis and summary, and to slow down the narrative pace
through scene and descriptive pause. Moreover, frequency in its various forms is also
considered one of the main tools for representing time.

Keywords: structure of time / narrative time / techniques/ narrative pace / frequency
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