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Abstract

The demographic and economic situation of the city and the
countryside had a decisive impact on health situation in Algeria
during the Ottoman Era, which had a negative impact on the Algerian
society, whose health condition was deteriorating and was known for
many diseases due to the neglect of health care by the Ottoman
authorities despite the presence of local foreign and Ottoman
doctors. Health care did not go beyond personal initiatives and
efforts in determining traditional treatment prescriptions from local
doctors, Despite the effectiveness of traditional medication
prescriptions in treating diseases related to the outside of the body,
but they failed to face the deadly epidemic diseases such as plague,
malaria, and others, and was met with denial. of the foreign doctors
who practised the medical profession, treating foreign prisoners, and
treating members of the ruling authority. Historical sources did not
mention the foreign doctors’ interest in the local population, except
for a significant amount of money. rather, they linked folk medicine to
magic, sorcery, and quackery, and accused the local doctors of being
ignorant. This did not prevent foreign doctors from benefiting from
local medicine, so they transferred local herbs for study and research
in European universities. Europeans also benefited from local doctors
such as Abdul Razzaq Ibn Hammadush and Ahmed Al-Buni in their

writings on medicine.
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