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Abstract

This study explores the features of experimentation in contemporary Algerian novels by
examining the literary concept of experimentation and tracing its stylistic, structural, and aesthetic
manifestations in selected narrative models. The applied section focuses specifically on the novel
The Wife of the Two Masters by the Algerian writer Ali Hajjarsi, as it exemplifies clear forms of
narrative and linguistic experimentation.

The first chapter is devoted to outlining the theoretical framework of experimentation,
presenting its main aspects within the Algerian novelistic corpus. It highlights how various
Algerian writers have embraced experimental approaches by breaking classical narrative norms,
expanding the linguistic horizon, and disrupting linear temporality.

The second chapter provides an in-depth analysis of The Wife of the Two Masters,
emphasizing experimental elements on both the cover—through visual design and title
construction—and the content, by examining the narrative structure and employed techniques such
as polyphony, narrative fragmentation, and linguistic deviation.

The study concludes that experimentation in the Algerian novel is not merely a formal luxury
but rather a reflection of deep aesthetic and epistemological transformations. It represents an
attempt to test the limits of language and writing, revealing the writer’s creative anxiety and the
tension between form and content.

Keywords:Experimentation — Algerian Novel — Narrative — Ali Hajjarsi — The Wife of the Two
Masters — Structure — Style — Contemporary Fiction.



