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Abstract

This research examines environmental consciousness in Shu'a’ Khalifa's novel
Dreams of the Ancient Sea, adopting a analytical approach to explore how the
natural world functions within contemporary Arabic narrative. The study moves
through a theoretical introduction addressing ecocriticism and its core concepts, a
first chapter surveying environmental themes across Qatari short fiction, Algerian
novels, and Arabic theatre, and a second chapter offering a close reading of
Khalifa's novel through four interlocking dimensions: the natural environment,
the sea as a central symbolic space, the coastal setting as a site of identity and
social memory, and the symbolic role of place in shaping narrative meaning. The
research concludes that the novel elevates the environment from mere backdrop
to an active semantic axis, raising fundamental questions about sustainability,

cultural identity, and collective memory within contemporary Arabic fiction.

Keywords: environmental consciousness, eco-narrative, eco-criticism, Dreams

of the Ancient Sea, coastal space, sea symbolism, cultural identity.
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