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Abstract

This research explores the contribution of Algerian women to the institution of
wagf (Islamic endowment) during the Ottoman period, highlighting their economic,
social, and religious roles within a traditionally conservative society. Judicial
documents and waqf records reveal that women were not merely beneficiaries of
waqgf properties, but also founders and active managers of endowments. These
included both charitable waqgfs serving public welfare, and family waqfs aimed at
preserving family wealth.

The study shows that women’s participation in the waqf system reflected their
recognized legal and social status in Ottoman Algerian society, where Islamic law
granted them rights to own, manage, and endow property. Moreover, female
endowments contributed significantly to the funding of education, the support of the
poor, and demonstrated women’s religious consciousness and civic responsibility
during this historical period.

Keywords: Wagf, Algerian women, charitable endowments, women's
contribution, real estate ownership.






