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Abstract:

This study addresses the subject of cultural life at the beginning of
the Ottoman presence in Algeria, relying on the first and second
parts of the book "The Cultural History of Algeria" by Abu al-Qasim
Saadallah. It aimed to highlight the features of cultural life in
Algeria during the 16th and 17th centuries, focusing on the role of
religious and scientific institutions such as zawiyas, kuttabs, and
mosques, in addition to the role of scholars in preserving cultural
identity despite the political circumstances that characterized
Ottoman rule.

The study showed that Algerian culture did not stop during this
stage but rather witnessed a kind of continuity thanks to the efforts
of local elites and the endowments that funded education. Also, the
newcomers from the Mashriqg and Al-Andalus contributed to
enriching the intellectual movement.

It concluded that 'Saadallah" presented a precise and well—
documented historical vision in which he relied on various sources,
which made his work an important reference in his book The

Cultural History of Algeria.
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