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Study Summary:

Title: Judiciary in Central Morocco during the Rustamid Era (160-
296 AH / 777-909 AD)

The judiciary is considered one of the most honorable and important
functions in Islamic states in general, and in the Rustamid state in
particular. The Rustamid judiciary was established with the founder of
the state, Abd al-Rahman ibn Rustam, in 160 AH / 777 AD in Tihert, and
it received significant attention from the imams who succeeded him. The
Rustamid state elevated the status of judges, granting them prestige
among both the elite and the general populace. Judges enjoyed
independence, with no interference from the imams in judicial matters,
which led to a more organized judicial system through its council and the
implementation of various judicial frameworks that contributed to state
stability. This included complementary functions such as market
oversight (hisba), policing, and grievance management. In Central
Morocco, judges were known for their integrity and strictness in applying
the laws derived from the Quran and the Sunnah. Historical sources,
both Ibadi and Maliki, document the rigorousness and impartiality of
judges in enforcing punishments on offenders from all social classes
without discrimination, favoritism, or oppression.
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