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Abstract:

This study aims to uncover the implicit cultural patterns embedded in the novel Nemsis by the
Algerian novelist Rafik Taibi through the application of a cultural criticism approach. It seeks
to identify the hidden meanings underlying the narrative structure by examining the title,
cover, characters, and narrative text. The study adopts the descriptive-analytical method and
relies on the tools of cultural criticism to interpret the novel's symbols and cultural
dimensions. The findings reveal that the novel contains several implicit cultural patterns,
including emotional dependency, the search for identity and selfhood, wounded masculinity,
and the conflict between the individual and institutional authority, in addition to religious,
social, and psychological patterns that contribute to shaping the characters and directing the
events. The study also demonstrates that Nemsis is not merely a narrative of a failed romantic
relationship but a cultural discourse that reflects social transformations and exposes the
tensions between the individual and society. Consequently, the novel emerges as a rich
literary text open to multiple critical and cultural interpretations.
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