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Study Summary:

This study aims at learning how visual symbols can contribute to
the physical absence of social media users, including Facebook. A
descriptive study was conducted on a sample of Facebook users for
residents of the Christian state.

The questionnaire was used as a tool to reveal how visual
symbols are used, their nature, their degree of use in communication
and interaction with others, their motives and objectives, and their role
in compensating the physical absence on a sample of the population of
the State of M’sila estimated at 80 randomly selected individuals.

The study found: The importance of facing personal
communication in the lives of people and visual symbols that their use
on Facebook social media has contributed to the embodiment of facial
communication using symbols in order to express feelings, thoughts
and feelings. The most important of these visual symbols used for
communication and interaction in Facebook have been emoticons,
which have contributed to the embodiment of ideas and feelings by
expressing them in symbols to bring users closer together, a proximity
that is almost as real as reality and thus compensates for the physical
absence of Facebook users.

Keywords: Visual symbols, social media, Facebook, physical
absence, physical presence, personal contact, non-verbal
communication.
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