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Abstract

Abstract

The current study is an attempt to spot light on the growth of the consciousness among
Scottish people about the necessity of independence. It represents the struggle which was
between England and Scotland before 1707. This year that marked the birth of new relation
among them under the name of UK. This latter lasted for more than three centuries till the
emergence of the idea of devolution which later transformed into the need for full
independence. The thesis reflects its real sense for Scots aso it sheds light on the most
important arguments that increased their desire to gain it. The work aims at exploring the rise
of Scottish nationalism and its role in holding the referendum of 2014. It represents its results
and to what extent they affected the UK where they revealed its real image not as it appeared

to the world as one unit.
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I ntroduction

I ntroduction

What has been called the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland was
not achieved until 1707. The years that preceded were characterized by circumstances where
England and Scotland were in conflict called “Wars of Scottish Independence”. It was a
period of enmity, but this enmity came to an end when the two countries started looking for
new relationship of partnership; this latter was achieved only in the year that was mentioned
before 1707, the beginning of the United Kingdom. The creation of that union made Scotland
and England under one parliament with shared monarch. It was an era of stability, working
together until when Scottish people woke up and started their journey to change the position
of their country. This was the initial step towards the birth of the idea “Devolution”. its

objective was to establish Scottish parliament.

However, the idea of devolution completely changed into the need for full
independence. They realized the fact of independence would be the only way which can
achieve them their demands as well as to show Scotland as an independent nation in its own
right. Actually, they launched their claim from the point that they were not satisfied when
Scotland was under another country’s control. Their desire was fueled by different motives ;
As a primary factor was the need for National identity, it was clear that people of Scotland
were proud of their situation of being Scottish from the early times, and that independence
would be the only source to acknowledge them as people who have their own and
distinguishable identity. Besides the economic reason because Scotland indeed was an
economic energetic power, UK used it to show off in the whole world and the most benefits
were for it rather than for the owner one Scotland, Coming to another encouraging factors

those of: Democracy, Fairness, prosperity in order to create new face of an independent
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Scotland all its people having the ability to practice their duties of citizenship better than as it

was a part from alarge union.

Furthermore, those motives increased the debate between Nationalists and Unionists.
After a period of time, the governments of Scotland and United Kingdom arrived to the
decision that only a referendum on independence would close the debate, but the early years
of Scottish clam were not strong enough just in recent years when Scottish National
Party(SNP) gained more power. In addition to that the rise of Scottish Nationalism. This
movement really supported the process to hold the latest referendum which took realistic
place before the end of 2014, where voters were asked to reflect their choice whether Scotland
would remain or leave the union. But unfortunately it ended with the success of No vote, this
result left considerable effect on the whole United Kingdom .More importantly it showed the
real content of UK which appeared as one nation all its parts were working together hand in
hand and enjoying relations of co-operation, but in reality it was not since England was the

dominant nation among the four nations.

The struggle for Scottish independence was an interesting issue for different
researchers, also huge amount of books and works tackled it under various titles. Montserrat
in his book “Devolution in The United Kingdom: The Case for Scotland”, stated that Scottish
attempts towards self- determination is not new; indeed it took place years ago as a form of
devolution. In addition to that, another work “The Roots and Development of the Scottish
Independence”; that latter provided description of Scotland’s situation when formed with
England the union of parliaments 1707, and how Scotland remained autonomous in its
nationality also it included Scottish process towards holding a referendum. In addition to this,
some essayists and journalists tackled the topic of Scottish independence in their essays and
articles such as: “Scottish Independence and Referendum”, which was written by McL ean

who stated the political and historical events that led to 2013 agreement to hold a referendum
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on Scottish independence. He maintained the year of 1707; where Scotland and England
unified and their partnership lasted for centuries until the beginning of Scottish attempt to

break up their relations.

This thesis is an attempt to shed light on the historical events which shaped the years
when Scotland and England were fighting against each other in series of wars, then coming to
the year when Scotland became a constituent part of UK. Within the three centuries, the
power and achievements of that country were limited and under the control of the supreme
“England”. This main reason led to the request for self identity and the growth of nationalism,
besides the emergence of separatists’ great desire who faced oppositions from unionists, but at

last they ended their disagreement that only vote would reach aresult about Scotland’s future.

The present study is important since it tries to pinpoint the necessity of independence
for Scottish people, to emphasize the real sense of nationalism, nationa identity and the
economic situation of Scotland, more than that it aims to explain exactly the referendum and

its results. It contains appropriate questions that seem to serve the context, they are as follows:

1- How was the relationship between England and Scotland before the union?

2- Why independence became necessary for Scottish people?

3- What were the most important motives that led them to call for their
independence?

4- Alex Salmond said “should Scotland be an independent nation”

what were the results of that question in the referendum of 18 September 20147

5-What were the effects of that referendum on UK and Scotland?

This study is historical, descriptive and analytical. It mentions the historical events that

happened among England and Scotland within different times. besides describing the facts
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that helped Scottish to go on towards their independence, and the analytical method is used to
analyze the concept of nationalism also to anayze results of the referendum in a sense that
those affected UK. Therefore the main information is taken from “books of Scotland’s

history”, articles and reports.

Our work is divided into three main chapters: the first chapter contains general background
about wars of Scottish independence, the formation of the union and the idea of devolution.
The second chapter focuses mainly on the concept of independence and its importance, the
facts that encouraged Scottish people to defend for it, its opponents and supporters. Then the
third chapter which provides overview about the referendum, its campaigns, its results and its

impact on UK and on the future of Scotland even after itsfailure.
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Chapter One : Historical Development of Relationship between Scotland and
England

Dates way back in history, Scotland and England were two independent kingdoms
each one had its position as a self governed nation. Between the late 13 century and early 14
century they engaged in a series of wars because of their occupation of the sameisland. It was
aperiod of enmity but the following years and exactly in 1603 which marked starting point of
their relationship when they share the same monarch. Coming to 1707 when they formed the
United Kingdom of Great Britain. However in recent years it became under the threat to be

dissolved since Scotland wanted to be separated and independent nation in its own right.

|-1 Scottish War s of Independence

During the late 13 century and early 14 century England and Scotland were engaged in
a series of wars named as Scottish wars of independence. The main reason for the wars based
on England’s attention to overtake Scotland as its own new state. The wars were fought into
two phases. The first war of Scottish of independence (1296-1328) and the second war

between (1332-1357).

The first war of Scottish independence started in 1296. The main factors which led for
the war based on the fighting over whom take the Scottish would throne after the death of
Alexander the great last heir Margaret, maid of Norway. Her death had brought Scotland to
break into civil war as two claimants struggled for Scottish’s throne John Balliol and Robert
Bruce. Adding to that The English King Edward I’ wish to gain Scotland was obvious. His
interfering in Scottish affairs and demanding its army to fight in France anger the Scottish and
resulted in aggressive fighting between the two sides. The fighting started with the English’s
destruction of Berwick‘s a Scottish town. The earlier years of the war characterized by the
English dominance to the battlefield, but the Scottish victory on the battle of Bannockburn

had totally changed the path of the war for Scotland to enter from it as a victorious. Finaly,
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the conflicts came to its end in 1328 with the two sides agreement of giving the Scottish

their independence. (The wars of Independence BBC Scotland’s History)

Generally, the second war was internal conflict between the two rivals. Edward Balliol
and David Bruce struggling for Scottish throne. It aso rose as a reaction of group of people
who were deprived from their lands in Scotland. Those were a group of Scots noble who
supported the English side during the first Scottish war and were lost their lands by demand
from the Scottish king at that time Robert Bruce .They named as “Disinherited”. The later
under the leadership of Robert Balliol and with the support of the English king Edward 111 led
astrong invasion to Scotland in 1332.The fighting began with the defeat of David Bruce army
in the battle of Dupplin Moor which resulted in his loss of the throne to be given to his
competitive enemy Robert Balliol. Shortly, after he crowned the Scottish throne, Edward 1|
led a strong invasion to Scotland and he could win in the battle of Halidon Hill and gained
control over Scotland. Moreover, the year of 1337 witnessed the begging of the severe wars
between England and France, named as the hundred year's war. Therefore, David Il took the
opportunity and led other invasion to England, but unfortunately he fell in captivity .Besides,
different attempts made by Robert Bruce to regain authority over Scotland were failed. The
war came to its end when the English accepted to grant independence to Scotland and realize
David Il from the captivity in condition the Scottish should pay high ransom to English
government. Finally, the second Scottish War of Independence was officialy ended in 1357.

(The Second Scottish War of Independence History in five).

I-2 Roots Towards Par liamentary Union

The 18 century was a turning point in relationship between Scotland and England .It

shifted from enmity towards partnership as uniting the two kingdoms under one parliament
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was achieved in 1707 after the union of crowns in 1603.About the union Simon Schama
said: “What began as a hostile merger, Would end in a full partnership. In The most power ful
going concern in World...it was one of most astonishing transformation in the European

History”.(3)

What really began as afear of being England state in 14 century would be achieved in
1707with the union of the two kingdoms under one parliament of Great Britain. 1n1603
Scotland and England were united under one monarch. It happened when James VI of
Scotland became James | of England. The following years different attempts to unite both
parliament was interrupted by revolutions and civil war .It was until the 18 century a call for

urgent union started to be existed and this was due to many factors (Macinnes3).

The poor situation of Scottish economy as they were deprived from the right to trade
with English colonies by the navigation act which passed by England, adding to that the
failure of their adventure to establish colony in Panama in order to make overseas trade had
encouraged the Scottish to support the union as a solution to recover the position of its

economy (Mason 4).

For England, since it was at that time engaged in a series of wars, union with Scotland
would provide to her military forces and army to fight especialy in France. (Macinnes3 )
.These factors play an essential role in opening free air to negotiation .1t firstly began when
William 111 wrote to the deliberation of the covenanted parliament in Edinburgh of his desire
to make parliamentary union as many favored the proposal since both nations shared the
same landmass, language and religion. Unfortunately, William 111 died before he realizes his

desire of uniting the two nations under one parliament. Shortly after his death both parliament
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of Scotland and England appointed commissioners to negotiate the treaty of union.

(Parliament UK)

|-2-1 Starting Negotiation for the Union

Before passing the final draft of the act of union different negotiation was made. In
1702 negotiation for the union failed because of the English commissioners refused to give
Scotland right to trade with its colonies. England also wanted the Scottish to pay taxes as the
English did, however Scots were in poor economic situation and they did not want the English
taxes to impose on them. In addition to that, religion was an important issue during that
meeting many questions were asked about which notional church to be adopted by Scots
either Presbyterian or Episcopal. Moreover, in 1705 other negotiation was re-opened this time
negotiator agreed for the Alien act which call for incorporating union with a single parliament
and unified free trade. The British negotiator put the condition of unless the Scottish accept
the Hanoverian succession there would be no union and their products will be banned in

England.( parliament. UK)

|-2-2T he For mation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain

Discussions for the union continued to be held. In 1607 negotiation came to the assent
of setting a treaty of union named as Act of union. This Act contained 25 articles which
settled different issues including: taxation, religion, Scottish representation in parliament and
unified flag. The act then passed to both parliament to vote on it and with queen Anne gave
her assent the Act finally came into effect inl May, 1707.Under this Act Scotland and
England became under single Kingdom and one parliament named as Great Britain . Trade,
coinage, taxation and flag became one. However, Scottish were alowed to remain their legal

system and their church (www.parliamentUK)
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|-2-3The M ost Important Articles of the Union

There were considerable that led to the birth of new nation between Scotland and England.

The most important articles of union are as following:

Article 1 :From 1 May the kingdoms of Scotland and England were to be united into
one” kingdom of Great Britain” the flag of St George and St Andrew were to be combined.

Thefirst article is about the formation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain.

Article 2: the succession of the monarchy of Great Britain was to pass to the princess
Sophia and her heirs. All Catholics and people marring Catholics would be excelled from the

throne. The second article is about the prohibition of Catholicism succession.

Article 3: the people of Great Britain were to be represented by one parliament known
as the parliament of Great Britain .The third article is about the foundation of unified single

parliament.

Article 4: That all of the subjects of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, shall after
and from and after the union have full freedom and intercourse of trade and navigation. The

fourth article gave full freedom on trade to the membership of United Kingdom.

Article 16: that, from and after the union, the coin should be the same standard and

value, through the United Kingdom. The article is about the adaption of unified currency.

Article 22: Scottish representation at Westminster would be 16 Scottish peersin lords

and 45 in commons. This article is about Scottish representation in U K parliament.

Article23: Scottish and English peers were to have the same privilege. All peers of

Scotland were to be deemed peers of Great Britain.
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Article 24: The great seals of Scotland and England were to be replaced by a seals of United
Kingdom of Great Britain. The article is about the unification of both seals. (Articles of

Union)

| -3 Devolution in Scotland

In less than two decades, parliamentary union between Scotland and England became
under the threat of being dissolved as many had criticized the union as a cessation of Scottish
parliament rather than an agreement which gave equal powers to both establishment. The
Scottish’s desire of being separate from the United Kingdom had greatly developed since the
Scottish parties hugely supported the idea as a begging step towards Home rule. This means
shifting the power from central authority to the regional one i.e.: turn it from Westminster

domination to bein the hand of Scottish parliament to deal with its domestic country s’ issues.

1-3-1 The Scottish’s Referendums on Devolution

The first official discussions on devolution started with the Scottish proposal of
holding a referendum on devolution by passing “Scotland act on devolution” of 1978 which
aimed at establishing Scottish assembly with limited powers such as. having the authority
over education, environment, health, home affairs, legal matters and social service. The act
then passed to the parliament of the United Kingdom in order to give its assent. However,
George Cunningham opposed the proposal by introducing an amendment in which the voters
in favor to this referendum should not be less than 40percent otherwise the referendum would
be rejected. The coming year the referendum was held and only 32.9 percent of the electorate
voted in favor. As aresult, the first Scottish referendum failed because the number of citizens

voted “yes” was fewer than 40 percent. (The Experiences of Scottish of Devolution 4).
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After the failure of the first referendum of 1979 , the Scottish were given onther
chance to vote on issues concerning devolution and this time on decisive proposal made by
Scottish congtitutional convention towards establishing Scottish ‘s parliament . The
referendum held on 11 September 1997. It resulted in strong victory for” yes” with 74.3 for
the establishment of Scottish devolved parliament and 60.2 percent voted for giving the new
institution tax raising power. This great "yes” victory paved the way the Scottish parliament

to be established and Scotland act of 1998 to be passed.(white and yon win 3).

[-3-2 Scotland Act of 1989

The Act of 1989 was passed after the success of Scottish referendum of 1997. It setsa
plan for the establishment of the new devolved Scottish parliament which given the power to

run certain issue named as devolved matters. These matters are:

Health, education, training, Housing, planning, environment, Agriculture, forestry a
fishing, Sports, arts, Low, home affairs, the police, fire service, and Transport system.
Whereas, certain issues retained to the United Kingdom to deal with it named as reserved

matters including:

The constitution, Defense , national security, Fiscal , economic , monetary system,
Trade , industry, Social security ,Foreign affairs, The civil service, Immigration and national
identity, Energy ,electricity , coal, oil, gas ,nuclear energy ,Employment, and Equd

opportunities.

Consequently, according to the Act of 1989 Scottish parliament had limited
sovereignty only to pass legislation on devolved subject and it could not do so with the

reserved issues which retained under the authority of Westminster parliament to deal with it.

11
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In addition to that, the new parliament can only deal with Scottish domestic matters rather
than interfering in external subject such as: constitution, economic matters, forging affairs and

immigration .The parliament came into effect on 12 May 1999. (White and yon win 4 5).

[-3-3 Calman Commission and The Scotland Act of 2012

In 2009, further demand for devolution in Scotland extends to include fiscal matters.
Although Scots votes” yes” on second question of the referendum of 1997 on tax raising
powers, but they only giving a little power on that subject in the Act of 1998. As result
Caman Commission introduced in order to raise some responsibilities for Scottish parliament

especially over tax income rate (Hazell 14). The Bill recommendations include:

Giving Scottish parliament the ability to raise or lower income tax rate and reducing the
rate of tax income collected by Scottish government.

Giving the Scottish parliament the control over the stamp duty, land tax, landfill tax, and
Air passenger duty.

More devolved powers for extraissues such as. drink-driving, speed limits, administrative
election and air guns.

Giving Scottish ministers further powers to include the ability to borrow money for
country’s project.

Developing the inter-relationship of discussing and dialogue between ministers of both

sides. (Simon the Telegraph).

|-3-4 The Scotland Act of 2012

The recommendations of Calman officially become the Scotland Act of 2012 after

getting the royal assent. The Act of 2012 is passed in accordance with Caman

12



Chapter One : Historical Development of Relationship between Scotland and
England

recommendations .It described by the office of Scotland as “the biggest transfer of fiscal
power in 300 years”. That means it is the first time since the union of 1707 the Scottish
parliament gets the role over certain financial matters. Under this act Scottish parliament is
able to put the rate of income tax .The act aso reduces the rate of Scottish income collected
by the United Kingdom ‘s parliament . In addition to that, it wholly devolved the stamp duty,
land tax and landfill tax to be under the responsibility of Scottish parliament .Moreover, this
legidation gave Holy rood the ability to borrow money for the country’ s project. (Hazel 14-

15).

I-4 The Path Towards Transfor ming Devolution into | ndependence

Scots' attitude totally shifted from devolution on certain matters to include holding a
referendum towards full independence. With the great support of Scottish National party
Scottish people were given other chance to vote for the future of the country on the question

“should Scotland be an independent country”? The day of the manifesto fixed to be hold on

18 September 2014.( The Experiences of Scottish Devolution 5) .

13
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To conclude, The Anglo-Scottish relationship had historically developed through time. It
witnessed a very aggressive tension during the middle ages, moving to the 18 century where it
totally changed to be more corporative relations realized through the political union between the
two parliaments under a single kingdom named as The United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. However, in recent years the Scottish’s awareness about their sovereignty over

their country’s issues had widely increased to include their demand for full independence.
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Chapter Two: The Winds of Change in Scottish Nation about the Necessity of
Independence

The second chapter is entitled: “The Winds of Change in Scottish Nation about the
Necessity of Independence”. It focuses mainly on the concept of independence and its real
sense for Scottish people; it aso sheds light on the most important facts and motives that led
them to call for it, besides presenting those opponents who were against and their arguments.
A Tight relationship and shared history among England and Scotland lasted for more than 300
hundred years within aunion, thislatter just in recent years came to trouble when Scottish
people took their first step to withdraw from the UK, and at the same time their keen desire to
build their nation and to represent a country in its own right among other countries from all
over the world. Moreover, their attempts towards self- determination and the struggle to
maintain Scotland’ independence from its closest neighbor were not only supported but also
opposed and each side represents their arguments behind their choice whether Scotland

remains or leaves the union.
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Chapter Two: The Winds of Change in Scottish Nation about the Necessity of
Independence

I1-1 The Sense of Independence for Scottish People

In recent years, Scottish people became aware about the real sense and the great issue of
independence, this latter is the only way which can provide and create better life for al,
underlying and controlling all the fundamental aspects of life also any international affair or

relation in order to lead the country towards change.

The concept of Independence is the corner stone of any independent country; when it
comes to mind’s peopleit is clear that an independent country is the one that has sovereign
statehood. But in the case of an independent Scotland it would mean alot sinceits need for
independence became super necessary for its entire people. It means an end of the United
Kingdom authority and beginning of Scotland’s own supremacy; as well as new birth of new
nation where Scottish parliament would control all aspects of domestic and international affairs

in away that feeds all Scottish people needs. (Foly7)

In the report “Future of Scotland”; it is considered as the most significant one since it
maintained Scotland’s independence as a new future of the country. Its preface by M Ps Alex
Salmond who pinpointed the issue of independence as the best way that can make this country
and its people take decisions by themselves, and he stated that a vote on this can be the first step
towards gaining more power, energy and leading to transformation in away that can catch
Scottish ambitions and hopes. At the same time was the Scottish Government that maintained the
power of independenceinitsrea sense whereits society , itsindividuals live better, share
benefits and work together hand in hand in order to push their nation to go ahead, develop more

to earn great power especially with new era of independence.

More than that, Independence is considered as great change since it would mark the

beginning, or in a more appropriate word the birth of new Scotland with its own control and
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behind keeping all its people’sinterests and domains of life socially and politically...etc far from
the dominion of England which kept all of those denied and limited for many years, besides
achieving own identity and sovereignty where also developing the most important values such
as. Democracy, freedom and Equality. More significantly, this can happen only if it does vote for
independence since this help in shaping new Scotland and bringing an image of an independent

nation to the world. (Bin Uzayr2)

As Alex Salmond said: “I believe in independence because it will be better for all of usif
decisions about Scotland are taken by the people who care most about Scotland, the people who
live and work here’(8). This means that He and other Scottish people believe that if al decisions
about Scotland arein their hands is the best to achieve benefits for it because no one can care

more by both; either those who live or work in the country itself.

I1-2 M otives behind Scottish Desireto Call for I ndependence and

Nationalism

The claim for Scottish independence is considered as a great challenge to the cohesion of
the unitary Union. Indeed, the starting point of Scots step istheir dissatisfaction of the country’s
situation within the United Kingdom since at that time all its achievements were ignored or over
shadowed. There were important reasons or more exactly motives which made the people of
Scotland bear in their minds that it istime for their country to take the responsibility of its future

to control of all aspects of life.

Scottish call for independence especialy the last referendum represents an unforgettable
event in the United Kingdom’s history and their debate was not in vain but due to major issues,
the most considerable ones are their question for identity, economy, prosperity and democracy

also the need for written constitution (Curticel)
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Independence

I1-2-1 National | dentity

National Identity is main argument of Scottish people. What comes to mind about thisis
that it isthe sense of place, history and more importantly the sense of self. For them; it isthe real
state of being Scottish and building modern Scotland where its entire people fully participate in

skittish society .

In fact, Scotland had existed as an independent kingdom till the 18 century, but even after
uniting with England it remained autonomous in Nationalism. Recently the growing sense of
National Identity took place within the United Kingdom, the Scots were the first who became
conscious about the threat of dual identity and the need for self-identity totally different from the
English one which is the dominant one of four nationalisms of the UK; regarding their distinctive
histories and the tensions that happened as aresult an identity is conditional for Scottish people.

(Oakland 52)

Also, to speak about Scottish national identity it isimportant to mention SNP which isthe
largest party in Scotland and it helped in shaping the defense of the country’s nationalism from
1930s. It is also the party that took the role of the movement towards gaining independencein
order to bring clear image of an independent Scotland with new position in the world as a state

owning identity between other countries. (DrMcconaghyb)

Furthermore, the choice that may led the Scots to choose "yes" in the coming referendum
is “National identity” since the situation under the UK which combines four nations was not
comfortable in general, and in particular Scotland was a separate Kingdom until its union with
England in1707. Even therefore, it kept its distinct religion, culture and even its system of
Education, al of those seem to be enough to make people of this country support independence

in order to have own identity which is the only thing that can make them distinguishable from
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other nations (Curtice 2) .So what can be said that those who feel strong sense of Scottish
identity led them to recognize their wish of making an independent state among other countries

from the rest of Europe.

|1-2-2 Scottish Economy

Scotland as an economic energetic power, its life sciences, technological advantages and

creative industries would make it great rival in the competitive world of economy.

[1-2-2-1 The Case of I ndependence

In the book Scotland's Economy “The case for independence». Alex Salmond
examined how the Scots make people from al over the world use tools of entertainment such as:
Television and phone. Going back to history, it is clear that they had skills and technological
advantages which can make their economy better in the future of independence rather than
behind the UK, it means Scotland as an independent country can take the responsibility of its

economy aswell as natural resources.

There was areport made by a group of eminent economists. “By international standards
Scotland is a wealthy and productive country, there is no doubt that this country has the
potential to be successful independent nation™. This means that this country not only can stand
independent but also can go towards a path where it can build more prosperous and fairer
country; since it has an economy that will make higher growth, and at the same time provide
more jobs, high amount of employment to its people who are indeed looking for it. In fact
nowadays world is competitive that iswhy it is fundamental for Scotland to take control of its

economic powers where the benefits will come by first to it and to its people (2. 3).
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But we arerich in human talent and natural resources. We are one of the wealthiest nationsin
the world. With independence we can build the kind of country. We want to be (Alex Salmond

11).

By his saying he emphasized that their country isin good economic position where the
two sideswhich will led it to growth are available: Talented population and Natural resources,
besides that Scotland is arich nation and with independence it will appear as a great and new

rival country in the world of economy.

[1-2-2-2 Scottish Economic Privileges

Scotland has different economic advantages such as: food, drink, creative industries and
life sciences. It isawealthy country and in the case of independence its wealth, economic
incomes will come by first to its people. Behind the union, Scotland as an economic power is
marginalized and all what have arelationship with benefits, jobs, taxes are under Westminster’
domination, within that moment Scottish parliament controls only 7 percent of Scotland's taxes
but with independence it will take the responsibility of 100 percent of its resources; and even
excluding North sea Oil and Gas, its economy is bigger than UK as awhole (so oil and gasisa

bonus), (Scotland’s future 5).

In addition to that, Scotland is an energetic-rich nation especially Oil and Gas;
consequently in the future of independence, it will enjoy all their revenues besides ensuring that

it will serve Scottish public services (18).

Due to the fact that country has those economic strengths and resources, it is better to
keep the country far from the larger unit since its ability to govern and lead its economy towards

change and transition where all concerns of economic management move from local to central or
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more exactly not sharing with UK but instead to the people who live and work in the country

itself (Curtice 2).

I1-2-3 Democr acy

The Scottish Government' s White paper by Dr Nicola M cEwen which examined the
different issues surrounding independence and considering three over-riding reasons that may
encourage all people to support independence, they may be listed as follows: Democracy,

fairness and prosperity.

Firstly, Democracy isaword but by senseit means alot, it isthe state that makes
Scotland self-governed and lead it towards self-determination and become fully responsible of its
future. The United Kingdom still controls all Scottish political and socia levels and aspects of
lives, but the situation of independent and democratic Scotland means that it would make the
Scottish parliament itself rule all standards of living; including health, education, environment,
economic and cultural opportunities, social welfare aswell as political rights and citizenship, and
even international affairs. It was the Scottish National Party which claimed that al of those can
be guaranteed only if they can be exercised within the country ensuring that the democratic

situation is listed as a great argument that can make their ambition for independence achieved

(1).

[1-2-3-1 For More Democratic Scotland

The Scottish parliament and The Scottish Government two sides with the same goal isto
create better life for all especially to make more democratic Scotland where making decisionsis

in their hands rather than at Westminster; because they believe that they are the only ones who
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care most about Scottish interests and needs ,besides issues such as: defense, tax system and

social security.

Since 1945, Scotland has been kept under the rule of another part from the union
“England” and this resulted in the threat of economic recovery and spending more in nuclear
weapons; which make instability, inequality and child poverty in its society. All in all, those
considerable facts may push it to choose and decide that having own government can happen if
all people vote in favor for independence. It will be aturning point in country’s politics where
creating successful democratic country, rich society and maintaining that the future would be

totally different for al families, individuals and for themselves (Scotland’s Future 41)

11-2-3-2 A Written Constitution for Independent Scotland

Scotland as a successful European country has keen desire of creating an image of new
nation not similar at all to the current one; reflecting its people values and interests who in their
turn participate and engage in al what would lead to the flourish of the country’s domains and
aspects. Under the light of this point, what comes to mind is the operation by which the
government and citizens are working in relative harmony: it is “Written Constitution” following

independence for Scotland.

Democracy means by first that Scotland would have awritten constitution where the
government and citizenship will be controlled within that country. It is aso where people of
Scotland, politicians as well as other forms of organizations such as. trade unions, local
authorities help by first in the process of shaping modern constitution. It is the Scottish
government that has the voice for this latter since it is found more important to consider concepts

of equality, living free from discrimination and prejudice, support rights of education and health
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care, protection of children and ban of nuclear weapons all those can be achieved by new

constitution for the country (22).

Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgon stated independence will be abirth to their nation,
it isthe considerable situation that can help in creating permanent constitution to Scotland, and it
isthe platforms that form the starting point where al fundamental principles and issues will be
operated within Scottish government accompanied by the fact that it will have its own
sovereignty. People who are thriving and eager to build the kind of country they want and rule it

the way they want can be realized only with their vote.

There was a Scottish independence Bill introduced in Scottish parliament including:

8 How Scotland become an independent state after referendum 2014 arriving to 24
march 2016
§8 From independence referendum coming to written constitution

§ From the establishment of constitution till the permanent one (2).

Moreover, Nicola sturgon in another time emphasized that in order to bring it into
practice and into real existence may be achieved by vote in support of independence. The newly
constitution contains seemingly goals that among them: Scotland will appear and take an
important place in the world, transfer of power from UK government to both Scottish
government and parliament, protect individuals’ rights, keep the country away from illegal wars,
prevent weapon ensuring that no expenditure for both. More importantly, the need for this
constitution and the opportunity of owning it may encourage Scots in the independence
referendum because of the belief that according to this process the country will establish its
authority, contribute in the strength of its powers on the basis that it will gain the place that it

deserves like other similar countries but not with effective privileges that Scotland has (2).

23



Chapter Two: The Winds of Change in Scottish Nation about the Necessity of
Independence

|1-2-4 Prosperity

Another main reason that can increase ambitions of Scotsisto create more prosperous
Scotland throughout taking total control over its economic and natural resources. It was during
1970s when the Scottish National party discovered that the country has great wealth in the North
seaespecidly Oil, therefore it found it the relevant time for Scotland to take the responsibility
over its wealth and economy and keep them far from the domination of Westminster which kept
most of them in its hands for long time, taking into consideration that all of those are better
exercised and managed in the center in the country itself where al benefits come only to its
people and serve their interests instead of share with whole of UK ( Curtice 2). Asaresult, thisis
the only way which enhances the country’s level of prosperity. People can enjoy the state of
well-being, al economic powers such as: industry, business and taxation can be transformed to

Scotland’ government and parliament (Scotreferendum.com).

[1-2-5 Fair ness

But still another fascinating motive that may be listed beside the other ones, it is the need
to build fairer Scotland. Thisiswhat Nicola Sturgeon emphasized when she received aletter of
congratulation following her election as a First Minister, her message contained her encouraging
words that everyone will enjoy better life living and working in fairer society of course following
referendum in independence, she stated that she will make changes where no place of poverty
and inequality, all individuals have chance to participate on politics as they never did before. As
also afairer step, she encouraged all women to represent themselves to have voice and like a best
example to them when she was elected in a place of leadership. Her main ams are prosperity and

fairnessfor all as her saying was “I am committed to leading a government focused on
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prosperity, participation and fairness that puts people at the heart of its plans”. (Moffat Mr.)

(Cited in www.celticleague.net).

I1-3 The Debate over Scottish Independence

Scottish claim for independence was not an easy task; it had its roots from long time as
well asit faced challenges. Despite hardships with their road ahead but they did not stop or

hesitate to endure their struggle to be independent and separated nation from its closest neighbor.

On one hand, there are opponents of the idea of independence, whereas on the other hand
those supporters because of their belief and high desire to make it real not only by saying but by

doing, not just by spirit but by action.

[1-3-1 Supporters

Also called Separatists and Nationalists, those who have strong feelings made them think
about the issue of independence seeking to withdraw from the union since they did not feel home

in another country while in reality Scotland can offer them such feeling.

The former Chancellor Aistair Darling has said “the question is not whether Scotland
can survive as a separate state of courseit could. Thereal question iswhat is best for Scotland’
future” (5).It Means that the focus is not to what extent Scotland can stay independent since it
reality it has the ability to do that but what isimportant is that it is better in such situation and

what it can achieve in the future.

Moreover, those |eaders of the claim emphasized that they need to have Scotland’s

constitution besides the argument that Scotland’s Military forces and nuclear weapons which are
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by now under the rule of UK, but after independence they would be in their hands aso that will

ensure the country’s safety.

Adam Smith, David Hume and Alexander Graham Bell, those great characters of
inventions in the history of Scotland, their achievements were closely linked to the whole union
or more appropriately saying that they were not counted and even denied that is why

independence became main purpose that Scottish people need to earn.(Bin Uzayr 2)

The concept of independence was strongly supported by Scottish nationa party which
impressed many supporters to not leave the god; it helped in making them confident. According
to the ideathat no need of conservative government, the real need isto move further and further

to the right of making their country successful and independent.(Hazell 57)

[1-3-2 Opponents

Also called unionists those who want Scotland to remain in the United Kingdom under
the light of the argument that is strength is mostly linked with its existence in that union , as well
asitseconomy is strong within that situation but it choosesto leave UK, it will bein lower
status . Those opponents of Scottish independence stated that the country is powerful and
influential as apart of UK and member of European union(EU) but with independence it will

have no impact on the whole world especially that of trade.

Another argument which they pinpointed that Scotland benefits from the union and that
those two countries England and Scotland are better together under the light of the point that
because their distinctive identities and culture which can make their country in the high level of

growth .(Zeleeg 1)
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The Prime Minster of UK will be left heartbroken if Scotland chooses to leave the union
(Bin Uzayr). He said “l am passionate believer in our United Kingdom. | wanted more than
anything for our United Kingdom to stay together” his claim or belief that the union as awhole

is better with all its parts together and his wish to not let Scotland exit from it.

At last the disagreement between the two sides came to an end when First Minister Alex
Salmond and Prime Minister David Cameron signed the Edinburgh Agreement by which a
Referendum would be held in September 2014 to answer the question “should Scotland be an

independent country”.(Dr McConaghy 8).

In Conclusion, after 307 year of old relationship between England and Scotland, an event
which marked perhaps a climatic movement of their shared history, when in recent years Scottish
people started looking for their independence. Their pride of being Scottish and their need to
build nation in its own right, all economic, socia and political powers are under their country’s
control. They took side to maintain their freedom and in order to support their attempt and to
achieve their purpose despite all challenges they faced. At last both governments of England and
Scotland arrived to reach an agreement that a referendum on independence where millions of

people are alowed to decide for their country’s futureif it is not its fate.
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Chapter Three: The Scottish Independence Referendum and Its Impact on UK

The third chapter focuses mainly on the recent referendum on Scottish referendum
which was held in 2014 in response to Scottish people demands to answer the question
whether they want their country to be independent leaving the United Kingdom or stay part
from it. There were two sides; those with No and those with Yes means that Scotland in a
state between two futures, the decision of voters would determine the shape of the country in

the future and its position within the union and in the whole world.

It sheds light on the results of it where the success was in favor of No, but even after
this referendum left considerable impact on the whole UK which is nowadays in situation to
lose its parts because of the emergence of movements calling for separation and succession

from the union that unified them for long years.
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[11-1The Road to Scottish I ndependence Referendum

The process towards Scottish Independence Referendum took concern and debate within
long years ago before, but the claim was not strong enough just in recent years. By first, it was
when the Scottish National Party (SNP) succeeded in the election of 1960s and 1970s, aso the
huge amount of Oil that Scotland processed coincided with the decline of Britain as a super
power. All those key issues caused wave of change in the country about its status and the need of

Home Rule to become fully autonomous and take full independence.(Curtice 142)

In the years that followed exactly when SNP gained majority of seats in Scottish
Parliament resulted in an idea of separation, and the debate about Scotland’s power and position
within the UK, its constitutional status, duties, responsibilities and rights. The year after, exactly
in 2012; it was the Act of Scotland from UK parliament which emphasized that the Scottish
Parliament took more power but this was not enough, but instead increased the desire of all to
reach aresult of the question of whether Scotland would leave or stay part from the Union. In the
next two years this latter would be asked to all people in a referendum to reflect many choices,
and in order to make a realistic decision about the unitary Union would be dissolved or not.

(Curtice and Ormoston 117)

The Scottish National Party played an important role in shaping the passage towards
holding that referendum, besides the victory of Scottish parliament in the elections of 2011, as
SNP gained more seats its first aim was to start questioning Scotland’s position behind the rule
of another part from the union and to start preparing for that referendum. From that time, the
debate begun between the UK government and Scottish government about when this latter can
take place, the discussion contained different important elements like the relationship between

those two sides either economically or politicaly. The UK government agreed that the
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referendum would be in January 2012, whereas the Scottish government stated that it should take

place on autumn 2014. (Foly 6)

[11-1-1 The Edinburgh Agreement

It was the agreement which was signed in October 2012 by the Prime Minister David
Cameron and the First Minister Alex Salmond where they agreed that both governments would
work together with an emphasis a referendum on Scottish independence would take place. But
what have been expected totally changed and all attitudes turned to an idea of independence, to
movement of succession from the basis that Scotland was a historic Nation and it would be a

Nation again. (Currie 141)

Moreover, both governments agreed that the question would be simple, easy to

understand and it should be before 2014. The principles of the agreement are as follows:

-The time of the referendum should be before 2014.

-Franchise: where the governments granted people who are over 16 years old are allowed
to vote and both governments stated that al those who are included in the parliamentary and

local governments’ elections have the right to vote.

The Question: both emphasized that the question should be clear, fair where all accept it
and can answer to find the result and command confidence, more than that including other rules

that may serve the referendum.
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[11-1-2 The Rise of Scottish Nationalism

The starting point towards calling for Scottish independence referendum closdly linked
with the growing sense of Scottish Nationalism, even after Scotland’s unification with England,
millions of Scottish people kept their distinct identity which was “Scottish Nationalism” this
latter played significant role in supporting independence and then holding a referendum on it.The
context of nationalism is the fact of having nation all its people linked together with one identity,
traditions as Earnest Gellner said “Nationalism is....primarily a principle which holds that the
political and national unit should be congruent” it means that all people are satisfying tight
relation. Indeed, Scottish nationalism for those who felt Scottish more than British, those who
took pride of their situation of being Scots because after the union their country remained
separated in civic, cultura and nationa identity as well as lega system of Education and
independent church. All those facts, besides Scottish people’s emotional link to their country and
the continuity of having strong support for independence, led them to start their step to clam for

it. (Glen 7)

More than that, nationalism had existed in Scotland as an e ement that cannot be replaced
and in recent years it was considered as the main argument for independence. The growth of this
movement was the main factor that helped the claim to maintain Scotland’s independence and to
secede from the union of 1707. The long process from that time till the recent referendum came
by first to the belief of those Scots who had real sentiment towards Scottish identity.

(McConaghy 3)

The 19" century, when the Scottish nationalism movement started, it was led by
nationalists who had confidence of their national identity those who were not satisfied about the
rules and management of the other part from the UK. This led the Scots to the latest situation to

call for changing their country’s position to demand autonomy and full independence; more than
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that to regain what have been neglected for several years. In short, the manifestation of modern
Scottish nationalism was the issue that made Scots to move on and to turn from only an idea to

realistic process of independence. (Sunter 14, 15)

Recently, what characterizes the referendum of 2014 was the factor of the growing sense
of nationalism. The main goa of that movement was the path towards self- determination in
order to defend Scotland to be governed the way it wants, to look for future of the country far

from the membership of the whole United Kingdom.(Mooney 171)

| 11-2-Scottish Independence Referendum

Alex Salmond, in his preface in the report of Scotland’s Future, stated that the Scottish
independence referendum is considered as a great chalenge to the whole United Kingdom,
where al Scottish people would be asked the question “should Scotland be an independent
country”. The answer of this question would shape new Scotland “who we are and what we
could be”; means that Scotland after independence would be totally different from the ancient
one. Its people within the referendum are integrated in a moment of decision about the future of
their country as well as how all of them and the coming generation would live.lt would not be
easy at al since it is not only about ssmple issue, but rather it is a complex situation where
millions would show their choice about what Scotland would be, which power it would gain
behind independence, how it would be governed in a way that can bring new society; al its

people would enjoy their values. (4).

Alex Salmond said “ the vote in September 2014 is about becoming independent from
the parliamentary union of 1707 and passing to the Scottish parliament the powers Westminster
has over matters such as taxation, welfare and the economy and securing for Scotland our own

placein the world as an independent country”.(9)
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By his saying, he emphasized that the referendum would be the first step to change the
center of powers of Scotland. It would be transition from Westminster to Scottish parliament.
Therefore; al Scottish people should select the best decision for their country, and because this

latter can bring new image for Scotland with new place in the world.

The Referendum on Scottish independence was considered realy as an unforgettable
event in the history of Scotland as well as in the whole United Kingdom. Exactly on 18
September, Scots would vote to determine Scotland’s future, answering the question of whether
Scotland would remain or leave its home that spent on it long years, and choosing whether it
would be independent or not. Voters were divided; on one hand those who believed of the
necessity of independence, and on the other hand those who believed that the best for Scotland

was to stay part of UK. (Jeffery and Perman 2)

[11-2-1 The Yes campaign ver sus No campaign

In the evening of the referendum, attitudes towards Scottish independence are divided
into claimants with distinctive opinions. The “yes’ campaign “yes Scotland” versus the “No”
campaign “Better together”. The campaigns mgor am were to convince the Scottish people
whether to stay as a part of the United Kingdom or to leave it to be an independent

country.(Cortizas and Antunes?)

[11-2-1-1Y es Scotland

The “Yes” campaign was headed by the Scottish National party under leadership of Alex
Salmond as a strong supporter to Scottish independence. Its major focus was looking for Scottish
full independence as a cornerstone towards self-government to run its social, economic and
foreign affairs. The party’s views were represented in two reports. The first one “Y our Scotland

your voice” whereas the second is “Scotland future: your guide to an independent Scotland. In
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the report of “Your Scotland your voice”, the party considered the process of devolution as a
second choice to gain independence. However; in the report of “Scotland Future your Guide to
An Independent Scotland”, the National party again strengthened its claim towards independence
and calling for Self government with good governance. The latter wanted the Scottish future to
be in the hand of Scottish people to be more responsible for their country domestic and internal
issues. In addition to that, the campaign seeks also to keep its closer relationship with the UK
even after the independence, through keeping the pound as its official currency, keeping the

crown and creating equal power of pension and welfare. (Cortizes and Antunes 9, 10)

[11-2-1-2 Better Together

The No campaign supported by the three unionist parties. Their claim stood as an opposition
to Alex Salmond views about political independence. The parties promised for giving the
Scottish parliament more powers in a condition to stay as a component in the United
Kingdom. The no campaign claimed that the Scottish benefits are to stay in the union and vote
no against independence. David Cameron speaking in Aberdeen for millions of people of
United Kingdom argued that if Scottish would vote yes to be an independent country, this
may lead to the end of the union which lasted for centuries and he described separation as a
painful divorce which may resulted in the loss of all things we were shared together such as:
currency .consequently, David Cameron called Scottish to vote against independence in order
to protect the future of their country and families and he pledged for changes which may
strength the Scottish parliament. Adding to that, He saw the United Kingdom as one family
comprise from four nations, yes vote may lead to the destruction of this nations and it is
better to stay together.(Dearden Scottish independence : full text of David Cameron “no going

back™).
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111-2-2 The Results of Scottish Referendum

On 18 September, the Scottish people were given a chance to vote on Scottish referendum of
independence on the question: should Scotland be an independent country; to decide about the
future of their country whether to stay in the United Kingdom or to be independent. The
outcome of the manifesto resulted in the strong wining of no agonist the independence with
55.31 over yes with only 44.7.(Mcconaghyl). As a result to this failure, Alex Salmond, the
great supporter of independence, had resigned from the leadership of National party. He said
“It is important to say that our referendum was agreed, and consented process and Scotland
has by majority decided not at this stage to become an independent country”. Salmond
emphasis that the referendum was made by the agreement of people and by their agreement
decided to stay as part of the United Kingdom (The Experiences of Scottish Independencel9).
Moreover, days before the referendum took place, the Scottish people were promised by
David Cameron and other unionist parties to give the Scottish parliament more powers if they
vote “no”. Consequently; just after the referendum, the Smith Commission formed for this
aim. The lord Smith Kelvin with the help of the five Scottish parties came to the conclusion of
expending Scottish parliament powers on taxation, welfare and finance.(The Experiences of

Scottish Devolution 21)

[11-3 The Effect of Scottish Independence Referendum on the Rest of UK

The referendum on Scottish independence which ended with No vote left an impact on
the United Kingdom and its parts. In some degree the current situation of it as awhole that it is
not as before, and the evidence that the change of Scotland status, and also the tensions that

appeared between UK and its other parts such asrisein nationalism “Irish one”.
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The income of the referendum was in favor of No vote means against Scotland’s
independence, but even after this result no return in Scotland’s position to the UK as before,
since just two days the three parties conservative, labor and liberal democrats promised in an
agreement that if the success of the referendum would be against independence, in this case

Scotland will gain more power. (Mcconaghy 2)

According to Moony and Sullivan, Scottish referendum means that what have been called
United Kingdom would be dissolved. Despite the fact that the results were not of the benefits of
Scotland but the situation of the whole union totally changed, the referendum affected by first its
future, the UK that all the world knows it as one entity all its parts are in tight- tie relationship
besides its composition of four nations as one nation. This was at least in the past, but now and
for the future; who knows? Everything transformed and the evidence that the latest Scottish
referendum which made the union under a position to be dissolved, led to debate around the
issue of identity, freedom and being independent, separated nation in Scotland as well as the

other parts.(2-3)

[11-3-1The Disunited Kingdom

The deepest content of the United Kingdom is not at all asit appears to the whole world.
In fact, its parts differ from one to another, each one kept a key factor that can make it totally
obvious such as: Scotland had kept its system of education, Northern Ireland had kept its civil
service and justice system, and currently Wales in its turn is on a step to make its cultural and
religious distinctiveness. The fact that can be mentioned here is devolution, this latter expanded
differences of governance and other systems and policies within the union. Since 2007, alot has
changed where forms of powers appeared such as economy, policy, aso the light on SNP; those

caused trouble, pressure and increased the debate of the UK itself.
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One thing can be said here that the United Kingdom had never existed as a unitary union
in its real sense before or even now. Its composition of four different nations, multiple powers
make it in a state of threat of no continuity of their relationship or even breaking them all.(Paun,

Randall, Munro, Shaddock 5-6)

Furthermore, despite the failure of the referendum means that Scotland would continue its
position as a part of the UK, but this latter became under danger after that because of its promise
of giving more power to the Scottish parliament. The question here is about what is coming next
for both Scotland and the union, as for David Cameron who was extremely pleased about the
income of the referendum since it was against Scottish independence, and since it was time for
UK to move on to better change. But the case was totally different since that was a challenge
from Alex Salmond, the leader and great supporter of independence who warned that the shift in
Scotland’s powers should take realistic place as it was promised, even after he quit, he left his
encouraging words as He said “For Scotland the campaign continues and the dream shall never
die” means that the UK till face oppositions because the demand and the dream of Scottish
people to make their country independent will not stop.(First Minister on referendum outcome

3-4)

What might happen next, especially after the latest referendum which touched by first the
UK as whole, its parts and its constitutional shape, following it there were movements in Wales
and Scotland to gain more power this what increased the debate about UK’s membership in the
European Union(EU) and more exactly its future and its constituent countries. Nicola
Sturgeon’s call for a second referendum on Scottish independence and the desire should never
stop (Ormston 4) as she told reporters in Edinburgh “I will now take the steps necessary so

Scotland will have the choice at the end of this process”.
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I11-3-2 The Future of an Independent Scotland

The future of Scotland is extremely linked to the concept of independence, the question
that was asked in the latest referendum was for that aim, but unfortunately the results were not in
favor for it. If the success was for yes the first elections on Scottish parliament would take place
in March 2016, where this latter could practice authority over country’s issues. Nicola Sturgeon
stated that independence will bring new image of an independent Scotland where all decisions
will be under the responsibility of Scottish parliament; as well as it will make it completely the
manager of the most important services and people’s interests economicaly, socially and
politically. In addition to that, the best for the country as well as for al generations is to reach
independence. As a result, independent Scotland means Scottish government will take control
over economy and natural resources and will create all what supports individuals, ensuring that
they will enjoy their rights and values a so reach the chance to participate and their duties within
the country, independent Scotland means new form of country, more power and new place in the

world.(5)

Since September 2014 the debate over independence did not stop, but indeed it increased
because from that time most in Scotland started to think that only independence can give them
the opportunity and provide more power for the country. Moreover the concept of inequality
will have no place among them, more importantly independence will be the forefront of building

new Scotland better than asit is a part from the whole union.(Mooney 173)

Alex Salmond said “Our generations has the opportunity to stop imagining and
wondering and start building the better Scotland we all know is possi-ble This is our country.

Thisis our Scotland. It istime to seize that future with both hands”(13)
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To concludethe desire of those who want independence for Scotland and who seek
separation from the UK did not stop, despite the results which were against them, and despite the
challenges during their process to realize their purpose “No one is suggesting an independent
Scotland would not face challenges, we would be unique if that was not the case” (Salmond 13).
Thisis the fact that reflects that all what faced Scottish people, they were really great supporters
of their country where they did not withdraw or went away leaving their goa. It means that
Scotland as a country is really different from the other parts of the union and It will be in the

future.
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Conclusion

Scotland was found as an independent nation from the early years, it kept its own national
identity till the 18" century when it was obliged to join England by the treaty of union because of
financial crisis; but even after this, its position of autonomy and nationalism remained distinctive
from the other parts of the union. After years of forming the United Kingdom the Scottish people
started their demand for Home Rule and more power for their Parliament, by the concept of

Devolution which increased the idea of transforming the rule of governance to Scotland.

The dissatisfaction of Scottish people about their country’s situation in a large union
pushed them to call for full independence in order to maintain their nationalism which was really
an important source that can acknowledge them as an extremely distinguishable one in the world
and far from the three ones of UK. There was no relation between England and Scotland before
the union; since the latter was aways under the threat of invasion and attack from the English
military. They were in struggle called wars of Scottish independence which was a period
characterized by the absence of peace and cooperation among them. It lasted for long years till
1603 when they shared the same monarch; arriving to 1707 when they formed new year that
gave hirth to a relationship of friendship under the name of the United Kingdom. This latter
lasted for three hundred years: until the birth of increasing sense of Scottish nationalism and the
first step of claming for independence which were totally supported by the hero of the struggle,

the leader of Scottish National party Alex Salmond and the deputy Nicola Stur geon.

The fate of independence became super necessary for Scots, because they discovered that
it would be the corner stone that would lead their country to development; the best way that

would bring new concept of sovereignty and self- determination, as well as the only source that
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would cover all what have been deniying them for long years, and which would create a new

independent Scotland, all its people having their own national identity.

This issue was strongly guided by major reasons; the first and most important one was
that of national identity, since it was clearly obvious that Scottish people were really fixed to the
sense of nationalism from the founding days of Scottish one till nowadays, moving to another
argument which was based on Scottish economy. Scotland had economic strengths, but besides
the union it had not chance to take considerable place between other economic powers in the
world, its need to take democratic situation to an extent of having written constitution, for more
prosperous country and fairer society. Those elements really helped them to continue their claim
to make all those factors exercised in the country itself caring about people’s interests, reflecting

their rights and values and doing their duties only for their Scotland far from UK.

The defeat for independence and nationalism resulted in adopting referendum which was
successfully held on 18 September 2014 and was about becoming independent and separated
from the parliamentary union. It ended with the victory of No Vote; this result left an impact o
the UK and increased the debate about its future and future of Scotland too. On one hand it
reveal ed the deepest shape of UK which kept a pure image to the whole world for long years as
united nation; consequently waves and movements calling for independence and separation
appeared besides the growth of the beliefs of those nationalists in its other parts seeking own
nationalism; on the other hand Scotland’s future became totally linked to independence. The
failure of the referendum did not make an end to Scottish people attempts and their keen desire
but instead their spirit about the necessity of independence grew more and more, they were really
eager to catch their independence in order to represent Scotland as a country with its own

freedom like many countriesin the world do.
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Conclusion

The rise of Scottish Nationalism and the debate over Scottish independence is considered
asalarge area of research, as an interesting topic; it has huge amount of reconditions. The
guestions that are need to be raised here: when a second referendum on Scottish independence
will take another realistic place. What will be its resultsif Scots realize their dream of making
their country fully independent with anew place in the world like other independent countries

do.
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Glossary

@ Autonomy: theright of an organization, region to govern or control its own affairs.

%)

%)

Campaign: A plan to do anumber of thingsin order to achieve a specia aim.
Devolution: the transfer of power from, especialy from central to local government.
Identity: who or what a person or a thing is. A region has its own cultural identity is
demanding more independence.

Monarchy: the system of government or rule by a monarch.

Nationalism: the strong feeling of love and pride that you fedl for your own country.
Referendum: an occasion when al the people of a country are able to vote on a
particular political question.

Sovereign: (used about a country) not controlled by any other country i.e.
“Independent.”

Self-deter mination: the right of a nation country, to decide what form of government it

will have or whether it will be independent of another country or not.
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