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Abstract:

Most academic studies and research, as well as the general policy of states, tend to favor large-scale
institutions, which have flourished in the past few decades in response to the growing relationship between
economic business and society. Focusing primarily on large enterprises is normal and was expected due to several
considerations, most notably their great capabilities that allow them to access foreign markets comfortably,
especially with the principles of international marketing philosophy. On the other hand, there are few literatures
concerned with the study of small and medium enterprises with their ability to break into the markets and enhance
their participation in the promotion of exports and the internationalization of goods and services and not even
delving into the issue of their competitiveness in the face of large enterprises.

Mostly, most countries face difficulty in defining a unified definition of small and medium enterprises due to
the differences in their components, not to mention the different levels of classification despite the stability of the
same standards adopted in this regard, represented mainly in the value of assets, number of workers, turnover rate
and ownership structure. This study attempted to fill this clear research gap in providing a unified definition of
small and medium enterprises, while identifying the distinctive characteristics of this type of enterprise, as well as
working to highlight its importance for the economies of countries, especially developing ones, and their role in
promoting their exports.
key words:

Small and medium enterprises, international marketing, export, internationalization
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