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Abstract.

This study aims to explore the relationship between the social and
economic status of the family and types of juvenile delinquency. It seeks to
answer the main question of whether juvenile delinquency is associated with
social and economic status within the family. To answer this question, a
general hypothesis and two sub-hypotheses were formulated, suggesting that
types of delinquency among juveniles vary according to the family’s social
and economic status. The study adopted a descriptive approach and the
sample included 17 delinquents (males and females) from several high
schools of M'sila. Data and information were collected through a structured
interview tool.

After analyzing and interpreting the data, the study found that theft
was the most common type of delinquency among juveniles, followed by
physical violence, which accounted about a quarter of the sample. Families
were cohesive in terms of the presence of both parents and the absence of
family disintegration such as divorce, death, or abandonment. Nevertheless,
theft and physical violence remained widespread among the juveniles. The
type of family—whether nuclear or extended—showed no correlation with
the type of delinquency, except a higher incidence of theft in nuclear families
and a slightly higher rate of physical violence in extended families. In terms of
the order of the event within the family, first-born children tended to engage
more in physical violence, while middle and youngest children were more
tended to commit theft. Regardless to the nature of the relationship within
family, theft remained the predominant type of delinquency among the
youth. Moreover, when sibling relationships were good, the delinquent
behaviors observed were physical violence, vandalism, and smoking. The
study found no indicators between parental role models and the type of
deliguency committed, as theft remained the most common type across all
cases.

In terms of the family’s economic situation and the type of delinquency
committed by the youth, theft was the dominant type of delinquency.

KN



Regardless of the parents’ educational level or occupation, there were only
weak indications of physical violence among children of professionals,
employees, tradespeople, and even high-ranking officials. Concerning the
family’s residence, whether in urban, semi-urban, or rural areas, theft
remained the most practiced and widespread type of delinquency, with a
slight increase in physical violence observed in urban settings. Whether the
family lived in a wealthy or poor neighborhood did not significantly influence
the delinquency types, except for the combined presence of theft and
physical violence in poorer neighborhoods.

Keywords: Family, Social status, Economic status, Patterns of juvenile

delinquency.
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