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Abstract:

Our study addresses the 1958 Iraq crisis, a pivotal moment in the country’s political
history that resulted in the overthrow of the monarchy, which had lasted for over three decades.
In this research, we relied on the memoirs of Princess Badiya and Tawfiq Al-Suwaidi as
personal, insider sources from within the royal regime. These memoirs offer an alternative
analytical reading to the official narrative by providing first-hand testimonies from individuals
who experienced the events from positions of power. We observed a clear contrast between the
two narratives: Princess Badiya’s account is marked by emotional and nostalgic tones, whereas
Al-Suwaidi’s memoir is characterized by calm political analysis and thoughtful critique.

Through this research, we aimed to analyze the revolution from within, linking it to the
preceding political, social, and economic factors. We also compared both narratives to identify
points of convergence and divergence, and discussed the reliability of personal memoirs as tools
for understanding historical events, especially in the absence or limitation of official documents.
Additionally, we sought to highlight the influence of class and political background on the
authors' perspectives.

Our methodological approach was primarily based on the historical-analytical method,
alongside critical analysis to deconstruct personal narratives, comparative analysis to explore
differences, and sociological tools to examine class and political influences. We concluded that
memoirs are valuable parallel sources, though they require critical engagement to avoid biased,
subjective storytelling. Ultimately, we found that personal narratives enrich historical
scholarship and open new perspectives for understanding complex events from within.
Keywords: 1958 Revolution, Iraq, Monarchy, Personal Memoirs, Princess Badiya, Tawfiq Al-
Suwaidi, Autobiographical Narrative, Historical Analysis, Political Memory, Alternative
History.



