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Abstract:

This study delves into the historical role of the Druze community in Lebanon, tracing
their origins, social practices, and political involvement. Lebanon, a country with a complex
sectarian structure, has witnessed a long-standing struggle between its political system and the
diverse social fabric comprising various religious, ethnic, and regional groups. The Druze
community, established by Muhammad bin Ismail al-Drusi, has been a significant part of
Lebanon's history. Known for their unique religious beliefs and practices, the Druze have faced
numerous internal conflicts, territorial disputes, and political challenges throughout their
existence. The Druze community became politically influential, particularly in Mount Lebanon,
where their presence and military influence played a crucial role in shaping Lebanon's political
structure during the Ottoman and French Mandate periods. The study focuses on the emergence
of the Druze in Lebanon, their religious sect, social traditions, and their historical role in
Lebanon’s political landscape. It also addresses key historical events, such as the Druze rebellion
against French colonial rule and their impact on Lebanon's political system up until 1982. The
research utilizes descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodologies to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the Druze's historical journey and their influence on Lebanese
society.

Keywords: Druze community, Lebanon, history, political role, Mount Lebanon, religious sect,
Lebanese politics, French Mandate, social traditions, Druze rebellion.
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