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Abstract

The current study aimed to investigate the impact of sensory processing disorder
on language acquisition in a sample of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The
sample consisted of (20) boys and girls aged between (6 and 10 years), in addition to
a questionnaire directed to 10 teachers and specialists from the center. Closed-ended

questionnaires were used as the main tool for data collection.

The results revealed a very strong and statistically significant correlation between
sensory processing disorder and delayed, impaired, or abnormal language
development in autistic children. It was found that visual sensory disorder had the
greatest impact on language performance, followed by auditory, then gustatory and

olfactory, then motor, and finally tactile.
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The results also indicated that there were no statistically significant differences in
the mean scores of children in sensory processing attributed to gender, age group, or
severity of the disorder, confirming that the impact of sensory disorders on language
does not vary according to these variables.

This study supports modern approaches in neurolinguistics, which emphasize the
need for integration between the sensory and linguistic neural systems, as any
dysfunction in the sensory system necessarily leads to a deficiency in the ability to

acquire language and verbal communication.

Keywords: Sensory Processing — Language Acquisition — Autism Spectrum Disorder

— Neurolinguistics.
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