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Abstract: This study aimed to analyze the reality of competitiveness in the small and
medium enterprises sector in Algeria and its impact on the development of non-
hydrocarbon exports in Algeria, through the factors of time and growth in the number of
investments and the volume of exports. In this study, we relied on the descriptive and
analytical approach during the time period 2003-2021, by addressing several economic
indicators related to the study variables. The results of the study proved that the weakness
of exports outside the hydrocarbon sector in Algeria is due to the absence of investment
competitiveness in the small and medium enterprises sector, which led many small and
medium enterprises to re-type their economic activity and in other cases to stop completely
from the activity, so that the rate of investment failure in this sector reached an average
Annually, it reached 20,000 enterprises (45% of the number of new establishments
established annually). In order to enhance the competitiveness of small and medium
enterprises in Algeria to increase the levels of exports outside the hydrocarbon sector, by
supporting innovation at the level of products on the one hand, and on the other hand,
creating a regulatory framework that brings together small and medium enterprises and the
guardianship ministry to rehabilitate this sector and develop development plans that work
on good control of the group Components of global competition represented in
management, technology and product quality.

Keywords: small and medium enterprises; competitiveness; innovation; Exports outside
the hydrocarbon sector.
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