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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the reality of the public accounting system in
Algeria. The research problem addressed the reforms of the public accounting system
at the level of concepts which have undergone a radical change through the shift from
legal compliance to focusing on results and raising the level of performance for the
sake of effective balance sheet management.

We have discussed the main parameters of public accounting in Algeria. We
have also tackled the international accounting standards in the public sector with
more emphasis on international and Arab experiences in adopting those standards.
Furthermore, we have discussed the modernization project of the public accounting
system in Algeria.

We have concluded that the public accounting system in Algeria still relies on
a cash basis in accounting practices. Its ineffectiveness and shortcomings made of it a
traditional system incompatible with international conventions. And that explains the
delay in the course of reform, which necessitates a political will by the Algerian
government in addition to training and preparing qualified employees relying on
strategic planning.

To obtain credible results, a public institution of a scientific nature,' the High
School of Teachers', was chosen to carry out a field study on the path of reform. It
aimed at identifying the role of public accounting agents and the extent to which they
implement the strategy adopted by the Algerian government. We have noticed that
considerable efforts are made to implement this reform, especially the budgetary
reforms brought about by the Organic Law 15-18, and that the current public
accounting system does not meet the users' needs.

Therefore, we noticed that despite Algeria's orientation towards reform, it is
facing many difficulties and obstacles that prevent its actual implementation on the
ground, and for this reason, it was necessary to formulate regulatory frameworks that
conform to the Algerian environment by benefiting from previous successful
experiences in adopting standards, and its usefulness in achieving consensus in the
accounting language of countries and enhancing transparency, credibility and
reliability. It also became clear to us that shifting to the accrual basis has become an
inevitable necessity and a correct choice because it provides more accurate data on
the financial reality of the public authority, which contributes to reducing the
phenomenon of corruption.
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