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Abstract:

This study explores the career of Rais Hamidou, one of the most prominent naval leaders of
Algeria during the Ottoman period, focusing on his role in defending Algerian maritime
sovereignty between 1770 and 1815. The research examines the historical context in which he
emerged, marked by increasing European threats to the Maghreb coast and the development
of the Algerian fleet as both a defensive and offensive force.

The study highlights Rais Hamidou’s background, naval training, leadership skills, and
military achievements, particularly his campaigns against major naval powers such as
Sweden, Denmark, the United States, and Naples. It demonstrates how he successfully
combined jihad at sea with political and economic interests of the Algerian state, becoming a
symbol of sovereignty in the Mediterranean.

The study adopts a historical-analytical approach to offer a comprehensive understanding of
Rais Hamidou’s role during a pivotal era in Algeria’s maritime history.

Keywords

Rais Hamidou, Naval Jihad, Algerian Navy, Corsairs, Ottoman Empire, Maritime
Sovereignty, Mediterranean Sea, Organized Piracy.
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