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Abstract:

This study examines the cultural communication between Algeria and Al-Azhar
Mosque in Egypt during the Ottoman era (1519-1830). It analyzes the movement of
Algerian scientific journeys to the Mashriq (Islamic East) and their intellectual and religious
contributions, serving as a mirror that reflects the depth of the spiritual and academic ties
through which Algeria maintained its connection to the Mashriq's civilizational core during
a period characterized by internal cultural stagnation.

The study reveals that this communication was not merely limited to journeys in
pursuit of knowledge, but was rather a mutual civilizational interaction. It highlighted the
competence of Algerian scholars who integrated into Egyptian society and received a warm
welcome that enabled them to assume high-ranking positions such as preaching, leading
prayers (Imamate), issuing fatwas, and serving in the judiciary. They actively contributed to
teaching and revitalizing the academic movement at Al-Azhar, particularly in Quranic and
jurisprudential studies, as well as Arabic language sciences.

Furthermore, the results indicate that this interaction was clearly manifested through
the Algerian endowments (Wagf)—such as those coming from Tlemcen, Algiers, Annaba,
and Miliana—dedicated to students at the Maghrebi quarters (Riwaq al-Maghariba). It was
also evident in the scientific debates that proved the argumentative ability and intellectual
openness of Algerian scholars, in addition to the system of academic licenses (ljazas) that
documented the prestigious and encyclopedic knowledge of these prominent figures.

The study concludes that Al-Azhar Mosque represented the scientific and spiritual
extension and support for Algerians. The Algerian-Azhari relations stand as a pioneering
model of cultural cooperation that transcended geographical and political boundaries,
maintaining a strong imprint on the history of the academic movement in the Islamic world.

Keywords: Cultural communication - Scientific journeys - Al-Azhar Mosque - Algerian
scholars - Ottoman era (1519-1830).



