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Summary:
Between 1518-1830, during the Ottoman period, Algeria faced a series of natural disasters,
including earthquakes, floods, and droughts, which often resulted in widespread famine. These
events were frequently accompanied by the outbreak of epidemics, whose impact, compounded
by climatic fluctuations, severely affected individual well-being and the overall health of
society. Epidemics such as the plague, smallpox, and cholera repeatedly struck the Regency of
Algiers, leaving profound social and economic consequences, mass deaths, crises, and a decline
in economic activity, which in turn negatively affected demographic growth. This historical
study seeks to examine the occurrence of natural disasters and epidemics in Algeria, their
effects on various aspects of society, the measures taken by rulers to prevent or mitigate their
impact. It also highlights the contributions of local communities in addressing these crises,
including the use of traditional remedies—commonly known as folk medicine—and efforts to
alleviate famine.

Keywords: Natural disasters — Epidemics — Algeria — Ottoman period.






