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Abstract

In our research, we addressed an important jurisprudential issue, namely Jihad, focusing specifically on one of
its branches: defensive Jihad (Jihad al-Daf"), examining its rulings, objectives (magasid), and regulations.
Following a thorough investigation and scrutiny of the jurists' discourses, it became evident that defensive Jihad
becomes an individual obligation (fard ‘ayn) immediately upon an enemy attack. In this context, the conditions
and restrictions established for offensive Jihad (Jihad al-Talab) are waived, due to the necessity of repelling the
aggressor (daf' al-sa'il) and preserving the five necessities (al-kulliyyat al-khams).

Our study touched upon Jihad in general and its classifications, then detailed the rulings of defensive Jihad by
addressing its conditions, regulations, and primary and secondary objectives, while refuting the misconceptions
raised against it. To provide our research with a realistic dimension, we concluded with practical case studies
throughout history. This begins with the early prophetic era (the battles of Uhud and Al-Ahzab), moves through
the medieval era (the battles of Hattin and Ain Jalut), and arrives at the modern era, represented by the Algerian
Revolution and the Al-Agsa Flood operation, from which we extracted the most significant jurisprudential
anchoring for the rulings of defensive Jihad.




