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Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the level of syntactic and semantic comprehension of spoken
language in children with Down syndrome by assessing their performance in various linguistic tasks,
within the framework of identifying the difficulties that hinder this comprehension.

To answer the research question, we applied research tools to a purposive sample of 3 children
with Down syndrome, aged between 9 and 13 years, enrolled at the Psychological and Pedagogical
Center for the Mentally Disabled No. 1 in the Wilaya of M'sila.

We based our study on the case study method, using the “E.CO.S.SE” test, adapted to the
Algerian environment by Professor Tensaut Safia, which measures syntactic and semantic
comprehension through three main components: naming, designation, and sentence comprehension.

The results of this study revealed that children with Down syndrome face varying levels of
difficulty in naming and designation tasks, with better performance observed in the designation
component compared to naming. The sentence comprehension component recorded the weakest
results, reflecting a real challenge in understanding more complex syntactic structures.

Based on these results, the partial and general hypotheses of the study were confirmed,
emphasizing the need for educational and orthophonic interventions aimed at improving oral
language comprehension in this group, with a particular focus on the syntactic and semantic aspects
of language.

Keywords: Down syndrome, Semantic and syntactic comprehension
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