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Abstract:

Algeria during the Ottoman era, particularly in the period of the Deys’ rule (1671-1830),
witnessed significant political and social transformations that clearly impacted its cultural and
intellectual life. This stage was characterized by a relative degree of internal autonomy and the
absence of direct governmental intervention in cultural affairs, which allowed religious and
educational institutions—foremost among them the zawiyas and mosques—to play their vital
role in transmitting knowledge and reinforcing cultural identity.

Despite the traditional nature of education, scientific activity remained diverse and
effective, with the transmitted sciences (naqli sciences) such as jurisprudence, Qur’anic
exegesis, and Hadith occupying the forefront, alongside a limited presence of rational sciences
such as medicine and astronomy. Scholars also contributed socially and politically, giving
culture a popular character and a broad sphere of influence.

A comparison between the pre-Dey period and the Dey period reveals the persistence
of the traditional educational structure, with gradual developments in teaching methods and the
emergence of a new elite of scholars who influenced both their local environment and the wider
Islamic world. Thanks to waqgf endowments and zawiyas, educational continuity was
maintained despite economic and political challenges.

Keywords: Algeria during the Ottoman era — traditional education — zawiyas — scholars.



