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Abstract:

In this novel, Naguib Mahfouz tells us about six characters: Al-Jabalawi, Adham, Jabal,
Rifa’a, Qasim, and Arafa. It began with the character of Al-Gabalawi, a person of great importance
who lived in a large three-story palace in the middle of the Mokattam desert, in which he created a
sprawling estate full of lush gardens. His ownership expanded to include the land around the estate,
which is referred to as (the neighborhood) and the endowment around it that the people of the
neighborhood rent from. Al-Jabalawi and his sons.

Al-Jablawi has five sons: Idris, Radwan, Abbas, Jalil, and Adham, the youngest of whom he
fathered from a dark-skinned slave girl. His father chose him to manage the endowment because of
his distinguished knowledge of mathematics, knowledge, and honesty, which caused the eldest son,
Idris, to object to his father and eventually expel him from the big house. Then we find him among
the people to reach Adham and tempt him to look at the box containing the family secrets from the
big house, which leads to the expulsion of Adham and his wife, who were helping and encouraging
him in this.

However, Adham's love for his father prompted him to build a hut near the big house and he
gave birth to two sons, Hammam and Qadri. Hammam resembled his father while Qadri resembled
his uncle Idris. Then we find that Qadri killed Hammam and married his cousin Idris's daughter,
and their offspring spread throughout the neighborhood. Strife and conflict, and this is a clear
indication that everyone traces their roots back to Idris.

in the end, Al-Jabalawi was satisfied with Adham and granted the management of the
endowment to his sons after him.

Generations passed, and the character of Jabal, an individual from the neighborhood, began to

appear. He used violence to improve the affairs of the Hamdan family and get them out of the

miserable state they had reached, and to establish peace between the people of the neighborhood.
Corruption appeared after righteousness, revealing Rifa'a's calm personality. He took peace as

a way to fix the affairs of the neighborhood.




But Qasim's personality after him combined peace and violence as two ways to change the

neighborhood's affairs. However, after his death, things returned to the way they were of corruption.
Finally, comes the character of Rifa'a, who was able, through magic, to control the minds of the
people of the neighborhood, thus opening a wide door to search for the secrets of existence through

contemplation and abstract idealistic thinking.




